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To the Right Reverend the 
Biſhops, the Right Ho- | 
norable, the Honorable; 
and others the Members: 
oftheRorar SocreTy,, 
and to every learned per- 
ſon throughout GRE AF a 
| BRITAIN. , | 
| 
| 


| 4 Lords and Sen 


2 N this Gutle book you 
will find nothing off enſroe to tlie 
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e | . or Politics 
| of this Kingdom ; ; therefore, 
ſhould it fall into your hands, 
and be found 2 contain the 
ſmall rig of additional Sci 
ence, Or novel innocent mirth, 

I doubt not but it will meet 
with your approbation and pa- 
tronage.---1 believe I may af- | 
=! ; ſert, without appearance of J 
| vain glory, that the annals of | 


] Sterature have ot on record 


| an 
7 5 ny 


W 
V% N ACS 2 R ar 


any . on the - of | 
Balloons, previous to this; 5 
but ſbould I be. miſtaken. in 
that point, I am confident no 
one has treated the ſubject ſo 
.copzouſly as I have; therefore 
4 1ts novelt , Waving eVery other 
| | merit, may, perhaps, attrag 
aur attention. 


beg ae to teal that 
am not an Author by pro- 
2 2. 2 0. - 


N 


"i | 155 efron--It 7 is the firſt book 7 | 
ever pub liſped, and probably | 


ill be the laft.-- 4. temporary [ 
receſs from public buſt neſs, in i 
<which I am generally engaged, 


Pave. me leiſure 70 compoſe a 
few wrirmfical thoughts, whit 
Are contained i in the following 
Meets; and which [- began a 
few days after Mr. Lanardi's 
rial flight, as an empl 9 
nent for my vacant hours, 
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— any intention wp pub- 
Jiſbing them however, I at 
Jeng th found : the. ſubje of 
field for ſpeculation and fanci- 
ful amuſement, that, having 
no par licle of a nic in my 


. | diſpoſition, I iwas determined 


40 Publ. fl thoſe thoughts, in 
order io try what Mell e 
might have on others 
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kai that offered temſobo 


my. mind ag ainſi the . Publ. — 
calion; thoſe were the trou- 
ble, the. expence, and. the tra- 


fic ookſellers; 3 and -[I | 
«humbly conceive theſe objec- 


e 3: they have not prevented 
entleman | 


or -though 4 
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Jam told, an Author. has. but 1 
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enden fortune may chaiſe 40 
commit his: thoughts, 40 paper, * 
| and fach, if men of abilities | | 
bid the faireſt to produce the 
-moſt valuable writings _ * 
. he may not chooſe to Noop 0 1 
T ow. as 10 court the good will |} 
| .of the Livery-men: belonging 
= 2 the Company of Stationers.; 
and without their good will 
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againſt the combuſtible matter, 


hether th 


reat-Britain, as 


ww 


2 elf bomb Prob 
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which the Bibliothecarian o- 
may diſcharge on 
hrough the means of Month- 
and Critical Reviews ; lo- 
her with the ſquibs and 


. Crackers 


(=). 


crackers that may be {ie 
on the other periodical wr 
9 my Lords and 
"Gentlemen, he ot © 


Burn, hiſs, and 'bounce, waſte Paper, 
ſtink, and die. Y 


For which ' reaſon, Ti am per- 
| ſua ded, many Gentlemen of 
much 2077 and extenſive ſci- 
ence, have locked up their. 
* Thoughts in their ſerutoirs 
during 
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they are almoft the only p 2 


1 times ; if what they ſay 
| be falſe, they render them- 


He ridiculous by ſuch affer- 
ion; on the other hand, if 


F caſe be really fo, I hum- 
FT ſubmit whether it be not u 


diſgrace to the age. 


, this ci rcumſtunce ſhould 


| te confidered by you in that 
light, 


trons of Literature 1 in the pres 
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J free ports, wherein Hide * . | 
] countries may land their | 
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| would it not be * | 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, © | 
impreſſed as JI am with the 
utility of fuch wit eftavhſh- | 
nent, I would myſelf become 
4 liberal contributor to ſuch | 


an undertaking + and I cannot 


C ˙ A 


impreſs its utility on Hour 


minds in a Aronger manner, 


than by repeating the dail 7 


b 2 prayer 
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1 F hy 8 77 their” attention, "than | 
2 the ſubjefis 2 have of 
: ate given birth 0 2 much | 


3 acrimonious contention among 
l ſome f 0 f their N. embers, al 
1 ie late meetings at Somerſet | 
Eouſe.-- However beg leave [ 
o ſuggeſt, that while I take | 
Ine liberty of hinting at thoſe 
1 | contentions, ] have not tile 
| 1 aiſtant idea of reflecting = 
n the Society at large; ; for 8 
b 1 9 can is 
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| To the Admirers of Mr. Lunardi, the 
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adies and Gentlemen, 
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HEN 1 addreſs myſelf | to. you, 
A ean to make my addreſs to all the 


o 
— ** 


men, women, and children, who have 


. % 


- 
* 
bf 


* x 


75 eyes 


> ** ] 
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eyes to ſee, ears to 1 I ſenſe to 
<omprebend, 1 in this populous king 
dom Indeed the People have catried 
their veneration for this enterprizing 
Genius ſo far, that the two Compa- 
nions he took on his voyage, namely, 5 
a Dog and a Cat, are made public ö 
1 pectacles, and. are moſt fondly careſſed, ; 
inſomuch that the Beaur are jealous 
of the favours the Ladies beſtow on 
them.——lt is preſumed that their 
breed will be preſerved for .ages to 
come. If a ſtatue of Alcibiades s dog 


ſold i in London, a few years ago, for 


elgbi hundred pounds, what muſt a ſta- .= 


tue of Lunardi s dog ſell for two 
thouſand years hence ?-1 would ad- 
wiſe Mr. Wilton and Mr. Nollikens 


to 


EL 2 * I 1] 


co ſet about Preparing models Is, of: this 
3 -eminent canine adventurer as ſoon. as 
W poflible, leſt by ſudden death, or other 
fſnniſter accident Fr N be e 
L : of that honor. 1 „ag cya amet 


4 


The intention of my writing the 
following ſheets i is neither to extoll, | 
nor depreciate the merit of the i inven- 


tion of Aerial Carriages. My ae | 
| -quaintance . is very general and exten- | 
ſive, conſiſting of people of the high- | 
3 eſtt and the loweſt claſſes; thoſe whoſa- 
3 attention 16 engaged in law, politics, | 
[ | 


and literature, in the naval and mili-- 


tary ſciences, in mechanics, agricul- 
ture, commerce, &c. and many of 
another claſs,' who are engaged in 

nothing 


; 
1 


x |] 


"I 


ſeem to have forgot all other avocation K 


-and that their attention is now. col- ; 
lected, ke tlie radii of a bi ncle, to one il 
common Jocus, namely the Pantbeon, 4 
-where is exhibited. Mr. Lunardi, his 
Balloon, his Dog, and his Cat.. 
Happy would it have been if he co ald Y 
but have recovered the pigeon he let 3 i 
off in the air; but, unfortun ately, | | 
it did not, like Noah's Pigeon, return C 
40 the Ark with an olive branch tos 7 
Will paſs over the obſervations of thoſe 6 | 


ho never think, and who may have 


y 52 
A 


Selina ot all, but rp get rid of the (if 
lallium wit, of paffi ug day after day 7 
-without having any thing to think of, 
or any thing to do.—I have obſerved for Wi 
ſome days paſt, that all ranks of men q 


. 


es 


RG; 
IS 
ou 


5 


WT." 


[ — 5 * If 
4 Is , 


WT cnodeſty. endugh to reſign all prefer». 
ons of having more wiſdom than 
their neighbours, and are contented 


I with-merely;, admiring. what ſeems to 


them wonderful, and paying homage 
to the man Who performed things 


beyond their cmprahenſton; but I 
I | cannot dg ſo with the men of ſcience, 5 


or. thoſe who affect to be Wiſe; by 
them the wonderful man is pulled to 


pieces. The Mathematician, the Me- 


9 | taphyſiciany) the Papen the Law- 


224 r " 


I | yer, and the Politician, when Mr. 


Lunardi's excurſion is talked of, fay : 


cui bono? the Naval and Military Gen- 


tlemen, the Merchant, the Manufac- 
turer, the Mechanic, and the . 
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the learned, cry out: cui bond bo econ 


by PRE) n DOR odge 119111 
Now that being the caſe, in com- 
paſſion to my countrymen, I have 
endeavoured to relieve them from 


their preſent” dilemma; and thi dex 


ſeribe, to the beſt of my abilities the 
citi bono, and' the cui malo of this wen- 


* 


derful invention. Ain 955110 1 - 22 | 111 81 
ine en boi 
A 2 ule I wilh unſold, ROW? 

"By fate now curtzined.off from mortal, ken; 
ee Pit | extbaunte, | or fet down ou ught . 
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one, it carries with it the ait of no 


le 


preſumption than that of foretell - 
ing 


f aw Þ 


7 * denied to mankind for ſome 
undred years paſt at leaſt; but I 
Wiatter myſelf, when I have: deſcribed 


Wrhis uncommon faculty, that I ſhall 


pe acquitted,. in ſome degree, of arro- 
ance or preſumption; and to you, my 


4 ers in particular, I appeal, as my 
a udges and Jury ; and I ſhould think 
9 . ny labours exceedingly ſlighted, if I 
I found that my little Book. was not read 
| L y every Mathematician and Metaphy- 


Nov, Gentlemen, it is unneceſſary 
Wo tell you that, when I want to know 
* 0 the 


ing future events —a power that has 
the means whereby I have acquired: 


athematical and Metaphyſical Read- 


cian in the three Kin gdoms at leaſt. 


— — 
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this cht 671 a - aftle; I am "By is no 
means obliged to go to the top of te 
| Fame, and drop a line down to the i | 
| baſe, and afterwards to meaſure the 
length of the ſaid line, to diſcover the 
number of yards, feet, or inches, thei 
ſaid caſtle is high—No, Gentlemen, 

you know very well that I need on 
make two obſervations with my qua- 5 
drant, and take my angles of altitude L 
from the ground I ſtand: upon, at two 5 
different places, at a convenient 4 
tance from the ſaid caſtle, and after- 1 
wards, by a very ſpeedy proceſs || 1 
diſcover its height to a Wa 1 4 
exactneſs, without ever 1 


within a mile of the caſtle. 


L Xxvii 


4 Thus, Gentlemen, I have proceeded 
L in forming the predictions of future 
UL events deſcribed in the following 
3 ſheets. I have taken the angles of 
I elevation and depreſſion from the 
2 ground I have often [travelled over; 
I I mean the human heart.— That is to 
I ſay, I have taken the angles of eleva- 


oon and depreſſion of the virtue, vice, 
4 folly, and abſurdity of the human 


cart, at various times, and various 


1 places, and J have only applied ſome 


ff thoſe angles to the events, which 
ay hereafter happen reſpecting this 


I erial phænomenon; and I apprehend, 


L, With as much accuracy almoſt, in caſe 
q 5 alloons ſhould ever become of gene- 


Fal uſe, as you have ſometimes taken 


4 the 
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countrymen in general have been pur- 9 


neral, knowing that I can expatiate 3 | 


the height of a caſtle, without having 4 

approached within a mile of the build- 9 
ing. —A late celebrated Author has 3 1 
aſſerted, that every man has his Hobby- 42 
Horſe, and J am inclined to believe he is 2 
right; at _—_ J hope 1o, for I ſhould XZ 


Olle z for my own part T can with 3 
great ſatisfaction truly declare, that 1 1 
have had th ouſands—and, during this Y 
fine month of September, while my j 3 


ſuing the birds in the air, I have been 1 
pu rſuing Balloons in the ſame element. 
Now, Gentlemen, I can write more 


Freely to you than to the world in ge- 


1 w ] 
4 Den the vices, follies, and abſurdities 
Jof mankind with you, without the 


J fear of cenſure, or giving diſguſt, I 
know your minds to be too abſtracted 
.| from ſenſual enjoyments, and too 
ili 1 and elevated to regard the toys 
1 and baubles that pleaſe the reſt of 
0 

Ithe world; therefore you cannot be 


4 wt by any. remarks that I may make 


4 


7 Thereon; and more eſpecially as upon 0 
J I = preſent occaſion, being my Judges 
nd Jury, you will freely permit me to 
1 urge every argument that may tend to 
| acquit me of preſumption, in my pre- 
9 [ent attempt at prophetic knowledge. 


Gentlemen, my enquiries into the 
Nature of the human heart have con- 


2 yinced 


fame, fiub modo, in all ages and all 


winced me, that it bas always been the F 


r 
E. 


3 


mations:; and if the human heart hath 


7 x0 
> 
25 55 XY 
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apparently ſhewed itſelf different, in 4 


different ages and nations, it has been 


owing to the variations of laws, cuſ. 
toms, and manners, which have given 
3 1 "FA 


it different objects to work on; the 3 
radical paſſions of the heart are always 


the ſame.—Love, hat red, deſire, . 1 
and fear, dwell in the breaſt of even 1 

man. If that be admitted, 1 think 1 i 4 
unneceſſary for me to attempt to "a Y 
that though this nation be a commer- A 


cial nation, and conſequentiy greah| 
altered i in manners, cuſtoms, and laws 1 
from thoſe of the moſt revered days 1 | 
of our anceſtors, Jet the hearts a . | 


T i ] 


W :the preſent generation are not more or 


leſs good than formerly; they have 
exchanged the ignorant vices and fol- 
lies of ſauage brutality for the vices and 
follies of refined civilization: 2: which 
wices and>follies of thoſe two fituations 
of mankind are the molt pernicious, 
1 you, Gentlemen, are better able to 
determine than I am. 


In modern times good hearts, I am 


convinced, are often reſtrained from 


doing good actions, to which they may 
be inclined, becauſe they would not 
accord with the manners of the times; 
and conſequently would be ſubje& to 
ridicule: on the - other hand, many 
men of bad dif poſitions. are reſtrained 

within 


I xxxil 


within the bounds of decency, for fear 
f contempt or puniſhment :—there- 
Fore it 18 no wonder there were brighter 
examples of virtue, and alſo charac- 
ters of a blacker dye in former ages 
than the preſent; for this reaſon we 
find a much greater uniformity of 
character among mankind in theſe 
times than in the. ages far. back. | 


Now the virtues and vices.in thoſe 
times were as Ample and uncom- 
pounded as their paſſions It is true, I 
the love of the people .in thoſe ages, 9 
produced unbounded hoſ pitality, and- AM 
other good offices; but then their 1 
hatred produced rapine and every ſpe- 
cies. of injuſtice, when they had the 

17 5 power. 
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Tf xxxin 


power. — Impelled by their amorous 
WM dcfires, they violently entered a houſe, 
and dragged away the wife or daugh- 


ter of a man, who was not able to 


make reſiſtance; and their revenge was 


ſeldom aſſuaged but by murder. 


WW But the virtues, vices, and follies 
Y | of refined civilization are, in general, 
ſo mixt and compounded, that ſim- 


ple abſtracted virtue or vice is rarely 


to be met with in ſuch a ſtate; conſe- 


= quently it is difficult to analize them 
= with any degree of accuracy, —How- 


ever, Gentlemen, I will endeavour te 


give you my general idea of the cha- 
racteriſtic paſſions derived from refined 
civilization, and which are not to be 


found 


{ xxxiw |} 

found in a ſavage ſtate. In the firſt 1 

place I will ſtate oſtentatious vanity, F 

and, inſatiable thirſt. after ſenſual enjoy- 9 : 

ments to be of that number; and 
theſe paſſions, which I may with 

Juſtice Kyle preternatural, increaſe in 
proportion to the refinement of man- 
ners the roving imagination of a 
cultivated and enlightened mind is 
ſeeking every where for new improve- 


ments, new enjoyments, and among 


the reſt, new oratifications of his cor- . 
poreal and mental ſenſations; and, 


unfortunately, it frequently happens 
beyond what nature inſpires, or is 
even able to endure.— Hence proceeds 
a train of corporeal and mental diſ. . 
eaſes—the mind rendered unhappy by 
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ſatiety, and the deprivation of ima- 


ginary wants; the body weakened, 
and its duration ſhortened, by too 
great exertions of the animal faculties 
— diſeaſes and miſeries, unknown to 
ſavages——ſuch diſeaſes and ſuch 
miſeries, which, if 1 were to depict 
them from living characters, as might 


eaſily be done, would be too ſhocking: 
for the eye to ſee, or the ear to ſuffer 


the relation of, without pain. - I with 
therefore to draw a veil over ſuch 
objects of miſery, for the ſake of 
themſelves, and the reſt of mankind. — 
From theſe vices and follies, or rather; 
theſe mixtures of vice and folly, 


ſprings a compounded vice, which a 


certain ancient Author deſcribed by 
the 
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the. wor ds —alieni appetens, ſui prgfuſus, 
and another has, ſtill more conciſely, 
defined the rapti proſuſus; both theſe 
writers meant theſe qualities as the 
characteriſtic features of an abandon» 
ed, profligate conſpirator againſt the 
peace and freedom of ancient Rome z 
but 1 am much miſtaken if thoſe 
qualities are not the characteriſtics of 
the generality of mankind in refined 
ſociety. This compounded vice I will 
venture to define, the eoveling the wealth 
of others, for the ſake of ſpending it pro- 


Juſely. And from this vice, I appre- 


hend, proceeds the greateſt part of the 


frauds our penal laws have endea- 


voured to guard againſt 3 ſhould. the 
truth of the above delineation of the 


vices 
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7 vices and follies arifing from civiliza- 
1 tion be doubted, I beg leave to ſtate, 
at 1 have been a conſiderable travel- 
3 ler in my time, and I believe I may 


enture to aſſure you, Gentlemen,” 


Wthat, from Japan and China to as far 
WE weſt as you chooſe to go, there is 


10re or lefs fraud and impoſition, 


1 more or leſs oſtentation, prodigality, 
Wd unnatural vices, more or lefs 
varice and hypocrify, in proportion 


as the people have been more or leſs 


1 refined by magnificent Courts, or ex- 


tenſive Commerce. 


Should you doubt the fact being in 
Ithis country as I have ſtated, be fo 


W 00d, Gentlemen, as to ſtep to your 


d 5 fore- 
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3 
pray 
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now in place, or who 1s aiming to 


Doctors, Chymical and Galenical ?— 
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fore-parlour window, and enquire the 
name and character of the owner of 
the firſt carriage, which may paſs by 
in your ſtreet Does it belong to one 


obtain a place ro one of the led 
Captains, or other hangers on the 
Nobility and Placemen — To one of 
the Reps, Demireps, Pimps, Dancing - 
Maſters, Swindlers, or Gameſters? 
To one of the Nabobs, Contractors, 
Merchants, or Speculators in Funds ? 


To one of the Stewards, Brokers, 
Factors, Agents, or Agents of Agents! 
To one of the Phyſicians, Apothecaries, i 
Surgeons, Men - Midwives, Oculiſts, 


Dentiſts, Corn - Cutters, Quack: 
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or to one of the eminent perfumets, 
7 | Tallow - Chandlers, - Fiſh - - Mongers, 
F Tay lors, A uctioneers, Muſical In ſtru- 
9 ment - Makers, or other | eminent 
3 Tradeſmen, from the eminent perſon- 
5 age who fells tripe, cowheel, and 
4 ſheep's trotters, in Chick Lane, to 
3 the great monopolizers of Oriental 
Wealth in Leadenhall - Street ?—- 


or ſhould a Tim-whiſky, Buggy, or 


4 | Gigg come by belonging to a Mer- 
9 chant's or an Attorney's Clerk, or in- 
4 ferior Civil Officer under Government, 
1 Haberdaſher's Journeyman or Apprett- 
7 tice, Waiter at a Tavern or Coffee- 
: | Houſe, Underſtrapping Player, or 
5 eminent Hair-Drefler, all whoſe car- 
W riages are ſo numerous, as often to 
2 d 2 : make 
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make our ſtreets impaſſable.—I W 
bett ten to one, Gentlemen, that he 
Bas a plentiful ſhare of the alieni 


unn, ſui profi. 


* 


And, perhaps, nothing can vl 
elcarly ſhew how much our ideas of 
morality and propriety of behaviour is 
altered ſince the firſt introduction of 
civilized manners in this country, as 


by comparing the uſage of the word 
Gentlemen, in the preſent time, with 
Its acceptation ſome ages paſt. —Every | 
one knows that it meant, in thoſe 
days, perſons whoſe education had 
afforded them a refinement of minds 


and manners beyond thoſe of the 
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uncultivated clown. — N ow I-wulf 
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ven ture 


2 venture to pronounce, there! is not one 
7 Lof the characters I have above f ſpeci- 
1 med, who 1 is not conſidered among his 
4 connexions as a Gentleman. Perhaps 
J one may be a very fine Gentleman, 

; another may be a very pretty Gentleman, | 
1 and another may be very much of 4 a 
1 Gentleman : but, as they all keep their 
carriages, I make no doubt but every 


ne of them is eſteemed among his 


* acquaintance, as quite a Gentleman.— 

he ſame obſervation might be made 
Pn many other words, whoſe original 
meanings are become in a manner 
PPbſolete, if not extinct, ſuch as a 
good Man, a bad Man, a wiſe Man, a : 
+ vol, a wrong headed Man, a ſenſible Mai, 
an honeſt Man, &c. 1 apprehend, if 
d 3 tele 
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theſe w \ words were diſplayed in their 


wo 3 o © 4 


various acceptations at this period, 
and compared with former times, they 
would furniſh ample materials for a 
divertin 
dae how the introduction of com- 


comedy; and would plainly 


NEED. and luxury has confounded the 


* * 


ancient ideas of morality. | by 
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There 18 alſo ! in civilized nations 
to be found another ſpecies of avarice, 
which I take to be a baſtard daughter 
of Commerce, begot by that monſter 
_ ealled Diſcretion run mad; and this ] 
diſtingui uiſh by the name of Simple 


Avarice, which 1 apprehend to be vice 


and folly in the abſtract; and unknown 
among ſavages; and 1 ſhould be ſorry 
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to think that human nature can, 
at any: time O place, produce many - 
wwretches poſſeſſed of this rem in its 
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"This Vice inherits, by the father's 
WY fide, ſome reſemblance of Wiſdom, 
3 but then it is Miſdom frozen to death, 
and it but ſeldom inhabits human 
. minds, except ſuch that are debili- 
F | tated by fatiety or old age; 3 
7 ſometimes, from a natural defect 
2 in the blood, or from an education 
| uncommonly ſordid ; ſome / perſons. 
are found in the early periods of 
; youth, who, inſtead of being actuated 
by the warm affections, which youth- 1 
. vigour naturally inſpires, devote 
1 their 
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tention of receiving any other enjoy- 


acquired.“ I0 illuſtrate this poſition, 


| wwe gonlider, if that Vouth was indued with a liberal 
and vigoron mind, what ſervices he might perform 


4 xliv }] 


bs 


heir whole alte to the uli of 
wealth, without the moſt diſtant in- 


ment from it, but ſolely that of con- 
templating on the pollefſions they have 


Gentlemen, I could depict the charac- 
ters of individuals of this diſpoſition, 
belonging to moſt of the nations in 


wy nay 


* The Kothor' is extremely forry to have e 
to remark, that he has been credibly informed, a 
Youth of this country, who, by birth-right, poſſeſſes 
the molt brilliant rank and titles, together with the 
moſt ample fortune, indicates, by his conduct, to 
have a mind abſorbed by this bafe paſſion When 


to individuals and the public at large, with theſe - 
accidental advantages of rank, title, and fortune, 1 
ar ho will not Jour 1 in ſaying : gurl dommage ! 


1 1 

Vorope—But I will only ſet forth 
7 two of them, namely, a French Mz 0 
4 and an Engl 0 b 10 g 
4 15 
4 ies years ago a Hair-Drefſet came 
: hither to practice his profeſſion ; the 
f dexterity of his fingers in ſhaving a 
q | beard, and twirling a few locks of hair, 
FE la mode de Paris raiſed him to 
F eminence, and he ſoon found himſelf 
; in poſſeſſion of a few hundred pounds, 
9 with which he commenced Stockjob- 
, ber—In the morning he ſtill aſſiduouſſy 
3 attended his original occupation, and f 
; at twelve at noon every day he regu- 
W larly poſted to the Stock Exchange.— 
| By his dexterity, induſtry, and fuc- 
: 0 ſpeculations he ſoon amaſſed a 
fortune 


1 Ali] 


| fortune 4 celle d un pair de France 
—Happy mortal, who could acquire o 


much wealth from ſuch unpromiſing 
beginnings! But how has he enjoyed 
it!? He continues to lodge in a garret, 
attended by an occaſional chairwoman, i 
dreſſes hair, and attends Jonathan's | 
every day of his life merely for the 
ſake of dying worth one hundred 1hou- Wl 
fand Pounde, and to leave, when he ; 
dies, the wealth he has taken ſo much 
| pains to acquire, to relations i in France, 


whom, perhaps, he has never ſeen. 


An Engliſhman, by his prudence, 
economy, and diligence, acquired 2 
handſome fortune by a trade, which 
he quitted to become Banker, in order 


[ xi } - 
—Being a 


. 


1 widower, and at a period of life 
2 hen the vigour of youth was not 
3 xtinguiſhed—He thought he might 
1 venture to pleaſe his fancy 1n marry- 
1 ing a young and beautiful woman; 
1 but alas! he ſoon found he had ſplit 
J upon a rock.—'The expences of a 
9 aſhionable Lady, in this town, he was 
6. little acquainted with; but ſoon he 
4 txperienced it, and was ſtruck with 
1 horror—a compromiſe was made be- 
tween her friends and him, and ſhe 
4 as allowed a ſeparate maintenance.— 
From that time he locked himſelf up 
in one of the rooms of his houſe, and 
lived for ſome years merely on ; bread, | 
3 and ſmall beer, in order to pre- 


vent 
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vent his dying in a ework-houſe.—His 
anxiety of mand, on account of his ima- 
ginary diſtreſs, at length abſolutely de- 
prived him of his ſenſes. —His keeper, 
ſometimes, allowed him to walk in the 
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garden belonging to his houſe in the : 
country, where he employed himſelf Þ 
in picking up the twigs, which occa- 
ſionally blew from the trees, to light Wl 
his fire—And this. wretch, in Anno ® 
Domini 1782, poſſeſſed of an income S 
of £5000. a year, died raving mad, 
from the idea that he ſhould a FOR 
to death. 


Gentlemen, thefe inſtances are me- 
lancholy, and I only produce them 
to ſhew the difference between the 

avarii 
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ie of ral for the purpoſe of bp. 
_ Fi Wet and the PIR — 


3 : avarice.* 2 


© The Miter I apprehend. to be far 
e from a common character; - perhaps it 
„ ron. 


The Author had alſo drawn the character of 
an talian Miſer; but a friend of his wiſhed it 
night be omitted—However, the Author declares 
Ws that, unleſs the ſaid Halian mends his uſurious con- 
W Jud in future, that ſhould there be a ſecond edition 
oc this book, he will place him in the nich originally 
intended for him.— The reaſon why the Author has 
not given the character of a Dutch Miſer is, that 
any perſon taking the trouble of going to Amſter- 
dam may find Miſers as common, at leaſt, in every 
ſtreet of that city, as they are in a certain ſtreet of 
the metropolis of this Kingdom, — The Lalian here 
W omitted, is an uſurious tyrannical Miſer the 
Frenchman is deſpiſed the Engliſhman was pitied 


—but the Talian is, univerſally, both deſpiſed and 
hated, 


e- 
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is almoſt as rare as a real good man. 
This laſt has been ſtrongly painted. by 
our Moral Writers, for inſtance Pope, Z 
in his deſcription of his Man of Ros, 1 
and Fielding in his Squire Alworthy, &c. 
Indeed the path of a real honeſt good 
man is much better known than fol. 


lowed. 

As to the vice of ambition, or thirſt 
after power, I take it to be not only 
natural to the heart of every man, but 
of every animal that exiſts on the earth. 
The contention of our poultry on our 
dunghills; of our horſes and horn 
cattle in our fields ; the ſnarling of 
the dogs in our ſtreets; and the 


ſentching and ighting of cats on the 
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W roofs of our houſes, evidently demon- 
gate this truth; and when I ſee an 


ancient Lady lodging up two pair of 
ſtairs, and havivg, too narrow an 


income to maintain a ſervant, ſur- 


W rounded by half a dozen little dogs 
end cats, 1 cannot help attributing 


her aſſociation with thoſe animals 


more to love of power, than to the 


real affection ſhe bears them.—Since 


WS this is the caſe, it cannot be ſup- 


poſed that, in different nations and 
ages, this paſſion can be liable to much 
variation. Indeed we find men differ 


very much, reſpecting the degrees and 
objects of ambition, the firſt, namely 


the degrees, are owing, 1 apprehend, 
to the more or leſs vigour of men's 


e 2 minds ; 


minds; and as to the latter, the ob 
jects and motives of acquiring power, ; 
muſt be for purpoſes either good 
or bad—and here reſts the diſtinction 
between a good and a bad man. ; 


Now, Gentlemen, h aving ſet forth : 1 
what 1 apprehend to be the charac- 1 
teriſtic wices of civilization, IT bez ; | 
leave to take a ſummary view of the 9 
characteriſtic vir/ues thereof. A 

And, in the firſt place, the indo- 2 
lence of our anceſtors is changed into 1 
almoſt an univerſal ſpirit of induſtry; 1 
a conſtant exertion of the mental and 3 
corporeal powers; and although ſome 5 
men's exertions are merely for the 5 
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did purpoſes of procuring ſenſual 
1 enjoyments for themſelves; yet others, 
4 | of a more liberal mind and generous 
= education, are ſtriving to carry arts 

8 L and ſciences to their utmoſt pitch of 

F excellence; hence new inventions and 0 
5 diſcoveries are made every day, which 

; increaſe our knowledge, amuſement, 
and convenience, whereby mankind 

9 are deriving freſh. opportunities of 

3 increaſing their rational enjoyments. in 

$ life; and the merit of the perſons who 

WT contribute thereto, ſeldom remains 

4 | long unrewarded. 0 


- In the next place, the rude and 
brutal manners of our anceſtors are 
3 | hanged into a ſoft and pleaſing ad- 
- 00 ' "an; 
| 


1 1 
dreſs; each man, humanized by refined 
ſociety, renders little offices of friend. 


ſhip to all his connections, which coſts M 


him but little, with ſeeming alacrity 


and cheerfulneſs, when, perhaps, the 


natural ruggedneſs of his own heart 
wou Id prompt him to treat you with 3 
ſullen contempt. An ſhort, while you 5 


ſtand i in no need of ſerious aſſiſtance, 
you are almoſt ſure of meeting with 


urbanit7. 


5 2 
7 # 


However, in matters which may 


require ſerious aſſiſtance, there are 


many, who are not wanting in charity 
and generofity, to afliſt ſuch as are in 


diſtreſs ; for though the vices of ava- 


rice and prodigality are predominant 
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in the minds of the generality of the 
people 1n a refined ſtate of civilization; 
yet there are many to be found un- 
tainted by the prevailing vices ; and 


on the contrary, have more actiue 


virtues than can be found in a ſtate 
leſs civilized, ——If you aſk where 
they are to be found, I anſwer, among 
all ranks of people, though it muſt be 
confeſt they are thinty ſown—How- 


ever, 1 believe they are found oftener 
among thoſe of eaſy fortunes, diveſted 
of the buſtle and traffic of mankind, 
than among thoſe of the higher or 
lower ſphere, engaged in the more 


buſy employments; for their minds 
are too tainted by continual communi- 
cation with men, whom the predomi- 


nant 


{ wi } 


nant vices of the age have ſtimulated 
to ſtand. candidates for the ſeats of 
Pre-eminence in the public ſcenes i of 
action. | FR 

I have ſaid, Gentlemen, that I would 
not determine, whether. the virtues 
and vices of refined civilization, or 
thoſe of ſavage brutality ſhould ' be 
preferred. However, if I was Shia 
the queſtion, I would not heſi- 
tate a moment in declaring which I 
would chooſe—I think as an indivi- 
dual, I would prefer death rather than 


know are only to be found in. civil 
ſiociety And I am perſuaded, that no 


9 1 ' 
door won et $2 99 <a + + SCE IG S 1 OE e Mr; 5 3 g TI ” * 
IDW N K.. N rr 3 r NM IE i kw 
7 2 — — Ly 22D. * . r 2 N 
. 5 > . 
Fu, * 2 * + OO WT TOY * 


of 
4 1 | perſon of eaſy for tune and liberal 
| mind, 


be deprived of thoſe enjoyments that 1 


5 


T 4h 7 
mind, and who has alſo had the hap- 
W pincſs of receiving a found moral 
education, but muſt think as I do; 
por provided he has ſenſe enough to 


ſee the truth and propriety of ſuch. 
an education, and of courſe to per- 
ceive the folly of the predominant 
= vices, he will reject them, and con- 
E 1 ſequently will be able to enjoy every 


Y improvement ariſing f rom civilization, 
1 without much interruption from thoſe 
# who purſue the prevailing vices.—If 
i be faid, why then is not that more 


— 


often the caſe—1 anſwer, becauſe the 


puny. 


young men, and I may alſo ſay, the 


2 


young women, have received the im- 
moral impreffions of the times from 
-Let the morality of 

the 


their infancy. 


1 Wii 1 | 
the public ſchools: be reformed, and 1 


will venture to pronounce the riſing 


2 
N 
. * 


generation will experience the happy 
effects of ſuch reformation. 
Indeed I am happy to find that thoſe 
who have the care of the education of 
the younger branches of the Royal Fa- 
mily, have the ſame opinon of the im- 
moral ſyſtem of education of our young 9 
Nobility and Gentry, now ſubſiſting F 
in this country, as I have, which 
they - plainly indicate. by ſending the 


1 


young Princes to be educated abroad. 
It is pity that ſuch great perſonages, 
ho ought indeed to influence others 
merely by their example, did not im- 
ale their authority on the public 

founda- 


3 
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Landen ſchools at leaſt, in order ; 
to cleanſe them of the unmoral prin- 
5 Jes which have become ſo faſhion- 
N able, and indeed almoſt univerſal in 
3 thoſe public ſeminaries where, per- 
9 haps, while they are learning a little 
1 Latin and Greck, they are at the ſame 
1 time learning a ſelf-ſufficiency; very 
Y unbecoming their age; and a great 
ceal of meanneſs and prodigality, 
cogether with a train of other vices, 
Y even before they have arrived at the 
I age of puberty, which, at the begin- 
E ning of the preſent century, the moſt 
I abandoned libertines of the age, tho? 
ſcreened by high titles and great for- 
tunes, would have bluſhed to own, — 
: | I coufeſs this is a digreſſion wide from 
| as 
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my ed plan , but the winde and 
practice of the principal part of the 3 
petty Peers of the preſent period excite E 
my reſentment. And I ſee, much 
more evidently than any events here- 
after ſpecified, reſpecting Balloons, 
that, unleſs there is a reformation 
in our public ſeminaries reſpecting 
morals, the moral Hem of this 
country will be ruined from top! to 
bottom. | 
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Note. During the time Earl Temple was Lord 2 
Lieutenant of Ireland, the Privy Council of that 
Kingdom prayed His Majeſty to grant FL 50, ooo. to 
encourage the Genevan Emigrants to ſettle in the 
northern part of that country——And in the plan 
tranſmitted to His Majeſty by the ſaid Council, 
of the manner by which they were intended to be 4 
provided for, it was ſtated, among other things, Wi 

that 


8 
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If this be true, I ſubmit to you, 


Y regulations reſpecting the public 
3 Wchools, that the riſin g generation 
r Nobility and Gentry ſhould not, 


u their early age, be tinctured, and 
uffered to imbibe the meanneſs, mer- 
enary 2 chicanery, and de- 

ien ceit; 


at 2 College ſhould be. erected, and under the 


tion of Profeſſors, choſen from among the ſaid 


migrants, the moſt diſtinguiſhed for their learning, 


Z Þoral principles, and conduct, the terms of which 
ere to. be extremely eaſy to parents, in point of 
WS: p-ncc, and in other reſpects it appeared a very 
5 eſirable inſtitution Might not a ſimilar inſtitution, 
WF: <0:bliſhed in this country under the Royal Pa- 
1 ronage, tend to rouſe the maſters of the public 
bscols to attempt a purification of their reſpective 


ninaries, from the preſent immorality, ſo much 


: o be lamented ? 


2 entlemen, whether it does not 
3 bchove the Legiſlature to make ſome 


— 


[ 4 | | 


ceit; and the wanton prodigality of 
wealth, merely in compliance with 
the oſtentatious cuſtoms of the times, . 
that commerce has introduced into 5 
the Nation. Could our youth of rank 
and fortune be taught to deſpiſe ſuch 
baſe ideas, (and I am convinced a pro- = 
per education would effect it) we 1 
might hope to ſee thoſe illiberal vices 1 
and follies confined to the circle off 1 
trade, without our two Houſes of Par: F 
liament being contaminated thereby. Ml 


Now, Gentlemen, if you alloy the 
aforegoing angles or characteriſtics of - 
the human heart to be truly tated 
that is to ſay, that there is a great 
deal of avarice, prodigality, oftenta-i 
= tion, 


I ni 8 
Lion, fraud, and deceit, you muſt al- 
low that the avaricious, the prodigal, 
the oſtentatious, the fraudulent, and 
deceitful, will endeavour to render 
the invention of Balloons ſubſervient 
to their particular objects of pur- 
ſuit; and therefore you may alſo 
reaſonably allow, that it is poſſible 
br me, on that ground, to foretell 
5 many events, which may happen, in 
; caſe Balloons ſhould. become of gene- 
; ral uſe, without any ext raordinary gift 
; of prophecy 3 and ſhauld there be a 
Prophet, who dares to ſay that that 
; will never be the caſe, let him Rand 
; forth, and proclaim his predictions. — 


1 A „ 120 
N Now 
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No to my Readers in general 1 

E addreſs myſelf. —Having entered into 
the liſt of Authors, the Critics will, 
undoubtedly, be upon me They will 
ſay, among many other things, that 
my Apology is too long for my book 
be it ſo—and according to their opi- 
nion, and the preſent eſtabliſhed rules 
of book - writing, I allow it may be ſo. 
But for my part I never could be 
governed by faſhion; and have ever 
deſpiſed all rules but the rule of right. 
If I blot paper, and that paper is not 

ſold, it is my loſs.— And if the Pur- 
chaſer is catched by the title of my 
book, and the contents have diſap- 

pointed him, he ought to blame his 
own credulity, not me; my buſineſs 

| as 
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as an Author is to hold out the beſt 
lure I can, in order to catch as many 
gudgeons as poffible—1 would be glad 
to know what Author, or Bookſeller, 
publithes a literary performance on a 
better - principle—However, when 1 
mention the name of a Bookſeller, 
prudence directs me to mention their 
foibles with great caution; for if 1 
may believe their own words; and if 
I cannot believe themſelves, whom am 
I to believe They ſay : they are almoſt 
the only patrons of literature in this age 
and I am of opinion, that almoſt every 
Author of the preſent time, will ac- 

knowledge that, unleſs the Bookſel - 
lers patronize their works, they have 
but little chance for the ſale of their 
| produc- 


Li ! 


productions. But, with regard to the 
Eritics, I own, for my part, I hate 
Jong prefaces almoſt as much as I hate 
great books; and I ſtrictly adhere to 
the old Grecian adage, that is to ſay, 
Ladies, without repeating : the hard 
words made uſe of by the Greeks that: 
A great Book is a great.evil--But I appre- 
hend, that whatever I have written in 
this little book, it matters not whether 
at be inſerted in the apology, or in any 
of the ſubſequent pages, for in either 
caſe it is equally good or bad, and its 
merit or demerit is not to be judged 
.of . according to its ſit uation, but ac» 
cording to its intrinſic value. As real 
good things are ſcarce, they ought 
not to be deſpiſed wherever they may 
| be 


[ IXvii J 
be found; and T would fain know 
who, among the Critics, is ſo proud, 
as upon finding a guinea in the ſtreet, 
would diſdain to pick it up, although, 
when he firſt ſaw it, it might lie in 


one of the dirtieſt kennels in London. 
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September 18, 1784. 


BEIN G a derten who has but few 
objects to engage his attention reſpect- 
ing his perſonal intereſt, any circum- 
C ſtance, which mankind in general think 
| of conſequence, makes a deeper im- 
preſſion on him than on other people. 
—You may imagine, therefore, I could 
not omit being a fpectator of Signor 
Lunardi's aërial excurfion; I greatly 
doubted the ſucceſs, yet eagerly went 
to a convenient ſpot to make my obfer- 

1 vations, 


12 J 
vations, and was overcome with admr̃- 
ration of his conduct when floating in 
the air; but was anxious for his ſafety, 
leſt he ſhould not regain Terra firma free 


from injury. * 


In this mixture of ideas, pleaſing yet 
anxious, on Wedneſday night laft J en- 
deavoured to compoſe my mind to reſt, 
and at length I fell aſleep; but was ſoon, 
by a dream, tranſported to the Elyſian 
Fields. The obje& which firſt engaged 
my attention, upon my entrance into this 
conſecrated place, was an aged and vene- 
rable figure, with a mitre on his head, 
and the other inſignia of a dignified 
Clergyman—He was jumping and caper- i 
ing about in a moft indecent manner, | 
conſidering his age and character Not 
knowing the occafion of his extravagant 


behaviour, it occurred to me, that into 
thoſe 


( 


. 
thoſe happy manſions, ſo venerated by 
the ancients and moderns, ſome madmen 
had gained admittance—But ſoon after- 
wards I joined a groupe of Philoſophers, 
and other men of genius, who informed 
me, that the Clergyman I firſt ſaw was 
Biſhop Wilkins, and that his preſent be- 
haviour was owing to his extacy of joy, 
that his prophecy, concerning flying cha- 
riots, was now, in a manner, fulfilled on 
earth. In this groupe, I met Lord Ve- 
rulam, Mr. Boyle, and Sir Tjaac Newton, 
among many others, who were con- 
verſing on the Air Balloon; I was pleaſed 
to find that they did not deem it impoſ- 
fible to conſtruct a Balloon ſo as to com- 
mand the direction of it in ſome degree. 
Indeed Lord Verulam ſaid, he believed 
he had given a hint of it in his Novum 
Orgauum—At this time Sir Hugh Mid- 
Aleton came up, and faid, he conceived 
B 2 it 
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it to be as praticable as the formation of 
the New River was, in his time, thought 


to be; yet he has fince been informed 
that the ſcheme has perfectly ſucceeded. 
A little Neapolitan Sailor, who had 


ſtood by all the while without being 


noticed by me, ſaid, after pulling up his 
trowſers, it can be done by G—; every 
body knew that the load-ſtone would turn 
to the North Pole, ſome. hundred years 
before my time, yet 1 was the firſt to 
make uſe of it to navigate a ſhip.- 


Another man, of no dignified appearance, 
whoſe name I have forgot, ſaid, it was 


him that had invented the uſe of gun- 


powder as an implement of war, though 
for many ages before his time, it had 
been made uſe of for fireworks and 
.crackers only. At length poor Doctor 
Funſtus advanced, and ſaid, that he, for 
attempting to eſtabliſh the art of Print- 


ing, 
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ing, had been ſuppoſed to deal with the 
Devil, and was ſent to the Inquiſition, 
upon a ſuppoſition that ſuch art was be- 
yond the power of human nature. 
Several German mechanics, particularly 
one, who formed a piece of clock-work 
in the ſhape of a bee, to fly round the 
room, to amuſe the Emperor, gave their 
opinion, how the Balloons might 'have a- 
ſelf motion in the air; but I did not 
perceive they were much attended to. 
Friar Bacon ſaid, he was convinced, while 
he was on earth, that a machine might 
be conſtructed to enable a man to travel 
in the air; but he candidly owned, that 
his invention of | wings had not ſufficient 
power to bear him up in the air for any 
length of time—PFranceſco Lana, an Ita- 
lian Friar, ſaid, he had recommended. a: 
globe to be made of glaſs, or thin eop- 
Per, which, when filled with rarefied air, 
B 3 would 


would be ſo FRE unn lighter 


than the external air, as to buoy up any 
7 given weight, according to the fize of 
the globe This idea the company 
thought came the neareſt to Montgol- 
er's invention of any ſuggeſtion of pre- 
ceding ages. — The Hon. Mr. Boyle ob- 
ſeryed, in favour of its utility. in future, 
that it had been a truth, aſcertained long 
before his time on earth, that there are 
different currents of air, in the different 
regions, therefore he thought it poſſible 
o diſcover, by frequent .obſervations 
being made in Balloons, that there arc 
currents of air tending to any point of 
the compaſs, according to the degree of 
elevation the machine might be placed 


in. He alſo congratulated the preſent 


generation of natural Philoſophers, of 
having a fair opportunity of diſcovering 


ſomething farther reſpecting the nature 


And 


Gas 


and origin of winds, by the obſervations, 
which may. hereafter be made by the 
means of Balloons.—In ſhort, the Philo- 
ſophers in general concurred in opinion, 
that, although in their time on earth, it 
did not appear by what means a ſolid 
body might riſe and ſupport itſelf in the 
air for any length of time, yet the know- 
ledge of ſuch a machine being once at- 
tained, they did not .conceive it impoſſible 
to direct the motions of ſuch a machine 
to any point, not abſolutely contrary to 
the current of air. "cad 


The reafonings and opinions of men, 
ſo eminent. for their knowledge of the 
ſyſtem of nature, .diſturbed my imagina- 
tion, and I awoke—And, during the reſt of 
the night, could no more compoſe myſelf. 
My diſinclination to ſleep produced the 
following reverics on my pillow.— 
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WI hear, from good authority, 
that the Air Carriages, formerly called 
Balloons, which have hitherto only been 
made uſe of by ſome Speculators in the 
atroftatic ſcience, or by ſome other Gen- 
tlemen and Ladies, merely for an airing 
in a hot ſummer's day, are likely to be- 
come, by the aſſiduity of an ingenious 
mechanic, a uſeful inſtrument of con- 
veyance from place to place.— The diffi- 
culties in accompliſhing that deſirable 
object have been ſo great and many, that 
they have hitherto been deemed unſur- 

mountable; 
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mountable ; wings, fins, and. oars have 
been found ineſſectual. It ſeems this 
mechanic has diſcovered, after long and 
repeated trials, that every former attempt 
has failed, owing to the falſe conſtruc- 
tion, or formation of the machine, and 
that it ſhould be formed as nearly to the 
ſhape of a ſalmon or trout as poffible, 
without approaching, in any manner, to 
the ſhape of a circle, ſphere, or cone, as 

| hath hitherto been the caſe— The chariat - 
of the machine he has conſtructed is 
ſuſpended by ropes, juſt under the mid- 
dle of the belly of this fiſh-like monſter, 

| which, being indued with fins and tail 
like thoſe fiſhes, the Navigator, in his 
chariot, by the means of ſtrings and pul- 
leys, moves at pleaſure, and by theſe 
means he can ſteer, when the wind blows 
due eaſt, either weſt, north-weſt, or ſouth- 
weſt, as he pleaſes, and he fills the machine 

| with 
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with only ſo much Gaz as to elevate himſelf 


| Juſt above the houſes and trees, by which a 
means the travelling thereby will be at- 
tended with little or no danger, 2s; on the 1 
leaſt accident the pullengers nay imme⸗ 8 
diately land. / 
8 N | 5 ri 
When we conſider the Watermen on the . 
river Thames have, for time immemo- . 
rial, wriggled themſelves croſs the water 4 


by the means of a rudder, when the-tide 
Tuns up or down, without either Fails or 


oars, it is ſtrange that this circumſtance 
ſhould have fo long eſcaped the obſerva· 
tion of atroſtatic Gentlemen. | 


The ſucceſs of we Air Carriage, men- 


q tioned in a former paper fome months 
ago, has induced a ſociety of Gentlemen ; 
in Airſhire, in Scotland, to open a ſub- t 
W kan for building ſome. hundreds of t 


| Thels 


theſe carriages, of various fizes, to carry 
from three to twelve men each machine, 
to convey their countrymen into the ſouth 
in a cheap and expeditious manner, for they 


calculate, if they ſet out from the town of 
Air with a briſk north wind, they can eaſily 
reach London in two days; and this is not 
to be wondered at, as with a tolerable wind 
they travel twenty miles per hour. We 
are further informed, that it will anſwer 
the purpoſe of the Proprietors to tranſport 
their Paſſengers from any part of Scotland to 
the city of London at one guinea per head; 
and as there will be few Paſſengers, in all 
probability, to return back to Scotland, they 
hope to ſell their machines in London, at a 
conſiderable profit, much more than the 
charges of the journey, We are further 
informed by the ſame correſpondent, that 
the abovementioned Gentlemen, finding 
the former practice of making the Balloons 

of 


E 1 
of fk is very expenſive, and far How! 
durable, they have therefore ſubſtitured, 
in room thereof, a neat light Scotch plaid, f 
and the whole machine will amount to 
about thirty pounds, Scorch currency.” 5 


* ok 


We are happy to affure our readers, 


that the Air Carriages are found to be of 


fach utility, that they are daily increafing 
in number throughout the Kingdom : no 
leſs than fifty Balloons were at their 
moorings in the various inns in Reading, 
in their way from Bath to London ASIC! is 


computed, that not lefs than 100, 00 


horſes were formerly employed in en 


veying people from place to place on 


account of buſineſs, excluſive of thoſe 
| employed in the tranſportation of goods, 
and this number will appear exaggerated 
only to thoſe who are unſkilled in politi- 


cal arithmetic; the reduction of horſes 
for 


Cu I 
for this purpoſe, cannot but produce a 
reduction in the price of grain.ä—A con- 
ſummation devoutly to be wiſhed. 


A correſpondent is fomewhat alarmed 
at the great increaſe of air carriages, as 
he ſays, it will much injure the revenue 
ariſing from the tax on horſes, but this 
circumſtance ought not, we apprehend, be 
thought a ſerious objection to the uſe of 
them—As they have been adopted on 
account of cheapneſs, the people ſhould 
not to grudge the paying a tax on Bal- 
© loons, ſo as to make an equivalent to the 

decreaſed revenue on horſes. 


We are informed there is a plan now 
on foot, to ſend a number of Balloons to 
the Coaſt of Africa, for the purpoſe of 
tracing the great rivers, Niger, &c. which 
empty themſelves into the Atlantic Ocean; 
C many 
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many attempts were formerly made, but 
of late years it hath been deemed imprac- 
ticable, on account of the vaſt ſandy de- 
ſarts travellers are obliged to paſs over; 
but theſe inconveniences, it is apprehend- 
ed, will be obviated by the means of Bal - 
loons. — Great expectations are formed 


upon the reſult of this enterprize ; ; as 
from the gold duſt, which is found in 
ſome of thoſe rivers, there is almoſt a 


moral certainty, that higher up the coun- 
try there are rich mines of gold; but 4 
whether the Adventurers will diſcover b 
them is problematical. 
2 | | f t 
Yeſterday, we hear, the houſe of 2 h 
wealthy farmer in Oxfordſhire was broke * 
open and robbed of about one hundred b 
guineas, and other goods to a conſider- 
able amount. The perpetrators. of this 
0¹ 


felony are not yet diſcovered, but it is 


EN 
apprehended that they were perſons who 
came in a Balloon about duſk, for there 
was one ſeen that afternoon, hovering 
in the neighbourhood. — T his circum- 
ſtance plainly evinces the propriety of 
Government taking the Balloons under 
conſideration : our correſpondent thinks - 
they ſhould be all ro 


A few days ago, the Officers belonging 
to the packets, formerly ſtationed at 
Dover and Holyhead, for the purpoſe of 
conveying the foreign and Triſh mails, 
petitioned the Treaſury for penfions till 
they ſhall be otherwiſe provided for, they 
having been diſcharged his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, fince thoſe mails have been canveyed 
by Balloons. 


They write from Madrid, that the King 
of Spain; is, meditating another. attack 
RM. upon. 


[ 
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upon Algiers; the ſucceſs is chiefly te 
depend on certain manœuvres by the 
means of Air Carriages. 


. One day laſt Leck the eldeſt daughter 
of Lord P—— eloped from her father's 
houſe in Great G Street; it is ſup- 


: poſed ſhe 15 gone off to Scotland with 


Sir T—-R—: as all the poſt roads, which 
lead to the North, have been traced with 
the greateſt care without effect, it is ſup- 


poſed that the lovers went off in an Air 


Balloon, 


By the laſt letters from Vienna we 


learn, that Baron Slaughterman, one of 
the Emperor's Generals, taking a view 
of the Ruſian Camp in an Air Balloon, 
was unfortunately diſcovered to be within 
cannon ſhot; a Matroſs immediately diſ- 


charged a field piece at him, which | 
brought 


— 


£57 
brought him to he ground: by this a- 


cident the Emperor has loſt an experi- 
enced and gallant officer. 


- 


It is remarked that more perſons, who 
have committed forgeries and other felo- 
nious acts, have eluded the ſearch of the 
Magiſtrates. within theſe few months paſt 
than in any equal time within the memory. 
of man: it is ſuppoſed they travel in 
| Balloons to ſome ſecret place of retreat, 
imperyious to the hands of Juſtice... 


* 


One day laſt week an Air Balloon burſt 
in the Air in its way to Oxford, by which 
accident the Navigator and two Paſſengers 
were precipitated to the ground with 
great rapidity; however, we hear, there 
was, fortunately, only one life loſt: the 
Steerſman, by his addreſs, catched hold 
of the branch of a tree, and one of the. 

C3 Paſſengers: 
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Paſſengers providentially fell into a pond 


E the other was ſo much bruiſed, that 


his life is not expected. It ſeems this 


accident was merely owing to the impru- 
dence of the Paſſengers, being young Ox- 
-onians, who infiſted upon the machine 
being filled with too much Gaz. 


They wiite from Madrid and Liſbon; 
that the Clergy have very nearly gained 
their point of obtaining an edict againft 


the uſe of Balloons, except that the King 


of Spain is reſolutely determinetl to con- 
t inue them in uſe in his own warlike 


expeditions. F 
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Veſterday arrived the Mail from Cal. 
«ehrta in the Ea, Indies, in thirty days, 
the quickeſt arrival fince the mails from 


thence have been conveyed by Balloons. 
This ſpeedy conveyance of imelligence, to 


and 


"+ WI 
and from that part of the world, muſt 
greatly facilitate our governing that Coun- 


Wa 37 3 5 | 5 


A correſpondent informs us, that he 
came from India with the above mail, 
and that he found himſelf entirely free 
from any incommodation from heat, even 
| while he was travelling over the burning 
fands of Arubia, as he could always chuſe 
an atmoſphere agreeable to the heat of 
the climate. He imagines, that this 
mode of travelling will be univerſally 
adopted in the Eaſt; and that the camels 
will only be made uſe of in future for the 
conveying of goods. And, till the wild 
Arabs have adopted Balloons, this made 
of travelling renders people ſecure from 
the plunder. of thoſe lawleſs marauders. f 


14 


EC 20 2 


11 ſeems the 1 * abſolutely for- 
bidden the uſe of Balloons i in his domi- 
nions ; and it is preſumed, that moſt of | 
the Princes 3 in a will follow his exam- 


ple. 


| Laſt week the ſtatue of the immortal 
Lunardi was completely finiſhed, and: 
erected i in the Artillery Groung, the firſt 
| honour of the like kind, that has ever 
been conferred on any one in this country: 
during his life-time, (except- the Royal 
Family) This, together with the penſion 
of £3,000. a year, lately granted to him 
by Parliament, payable out of the Balloon 
Duties, is part of the reward a grateful 


ard generous People owe to the intrepi- 
dity of a man, who ſo glorieuſly riſked 
his life for the general benefit of mankind. 


A cap 


F * J 


'& ea of a ſhip, lately hd] in he 


river, fays, that he was greatly apprehen- 
ſive of a terrible ſtorm Juft as he entered 


the mouth of the river, off Margate, as he 
thought he ſaw one of thoſe black clouds, 


the uſual prognoſtics of foul weather; but 
on a nearer approach, he diſcovered it to 
be only a large flight of Balloons, who 
were making their way in the air from 


Dunkirk to the Kentiſh coaſt. 


By the wither of Balloons ſeen lately 
floating in the air from Dunkirk and Ca- 
lais, it is imagined a conſiderable ſmug- 


ling trade is carried on by their means. 


Letters from Vienna make mention, that 
the Auſtrian and Ruſſian troops have, during 


this campaign, had alternate ſucceſs in 


various ſlight ſkirmiſhes ; however, juſt as 


the mail ſet off, there was advice arrived 
from 


he «, I 
* "Fe 4 
8 n 


3 
4 
4, 
L > 
h ['S 
* 
2 
j 
i 
1} 
_ 
_ bo 4 
G 441 4 
* 8 
, 
: p 
,A4 
\ # 
* 4 
Fa *4 0 
1 4 9 
1 * 
» Co j o 
*. 44 
+, 24 
i 
. : 
LY 74 
, 
DET 
o hand 4 y 
" . 
WEE i 
Q FL 
oy 1 
* 
. 
A 
(Fi 
iT 
"4 
: 
4 
o 
; 1 
* 
0 
4 
* 
LE 
= . 
* 
* 
* 
PR. 
7 
3 
4 
1 
4 
888 
A 
x 
4 
N -, 
, N 
i 
» #08 
— 
Fas 
«4 
* 
i . , 
- 
Bak 
— 4 
n $% 
©; 
Oe. 4 
ud L 
T) i” Lad 
21% 
+ T2 
1 * * 
my 
” mY 
C by 0 
IR 
© xi 'of 
S - 47 '0q 
. 1 
= 
t 
. 
Pts 
1 E 
1 
52 2 
[ & a 
C4 $ 
1 Fr 
= 4 
« * 
7 
„ v4 
F. N 
* 
— 2 
8 
29 
Sas 
1 
1 + 
: — 8 
-- 
f 
** 
a 
o uy 
TY 
41 
o 


boy 


3 44 1 Pte 


7 


— A Nes 
* R 
9 . „ 7 . 
8 7. PRESS 
* Y. q 
l * tees FE P12 
A 
TS N 


F 
from t > army, that the Ns the 31ſt 
of laſt month, ſent off from his camp, 
early in the morning, juſt before day. 
break, twenty Balloons, who ſhowered 
down ſo much combuſtible matter upon 
the enemy's camp, that the whole was in 
a blaze at once; the exploſion of their 
magazines was terrible. The Ruſſians 
bemg thus put into confuſion, they were 
eaſily put to total rout, and that has, in all 
probability, finiſhed the campaign for this 
ſeaſon. 


On Tueſday next thens will be a . 
Balloon race, to be ſailed over Saliſbury 
Plain for 10,000 guineas, the Duc de 
Chartres having brought over a Balloon 
from Fance, to be managed by the moſt 
expert Navigator in that country, and the 
old D. of 9- has matched againſt 
it a veſſel built by one of Lunardis 

diſ- 


TE WI 
diſciples. — Great betts are depending 
thereon, and it 1s expected there will be 
a great ſhow of company. 


It is remarkable, how much the horſe 
races at Newmarket, &c; fall off ſince 
the inſtitution of the Balloon races. The 
D. de C= boaſts, that his Balloon will 
ſail thirty miles an hour, out and out— — 


Indeed, the atrial charioteers are fo ſu- 
perior to the jockies, that it is no wonder 
that the Newmarket amuſements ſhould 
be neglected They ſeem to ride on the 
whirlwind, and direct the ſtorm. How 
ſuperior are theſe ſports to even the Olym- 
pic Games of ancient Greece. Oh that 
we had but a Pindar to celebrate them 
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A few days ago, a perſon, genteelly 
dreſt, was found dead in a field in Norrh- 
amptonſhire, covered over by an exhauſted 

Bal- 


n 
5 — l 92 
% C WT” a 


L 24 } 
Balloon : it appears that he was an emi- 
nent ſchoolmaſter in that county, greatly 


Killed in natural philoſophy—Ir is ſup- 


poſed that he was frozen to death by 
aſcending too high. in his Balloon, in order 

to aſcertain the nature of the air in the 
upper regions of the atmoſphere. 


Though great and important bufineſs 
requires the attendance of the Members 
of Parliament as early as poſſible, yet his 
Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed to 
Hue out a proclamation, that Parhament 
ſhould not meet till after three days fair 
wind from the north, in conſideration of 
the great expence the Scorch Members 
will be at, ſhould they be obliged to be 
conveyed to London by the means of poſt- 
chaiſes. 1 


We 


0 25 J 


We Head thee? 181 05 hs 3 Seen 


4 to be ſailed for over, Maiden- 
bead Thictet, between Lady C, Lady 
G——r, Mrs. Rz, Mrs. Et, and 
Mrs. , in their reſpective Bal- 
loons, but the odds are greatly in favour 


of Lady . =, ſhe having been accuſ- 
tomed to ſoar above the clouds long be- 
The 
gallery of her Balloon is elegantly ima- 
gined and highly executed; tis in the 
1 75 e 8 Car, drawn by Doves, 


. 


fore the invention of Balloons. 
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| rh three 
from their moorings at the Park-Horſe, at 


by a gang of Villains, whom the Police 
were in ſearch of: as the wind was due 
weſt, it. is ſuppoſed they have made for 
9 the 
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Balloons were difcovered to have been cut 


Turnham-Green,—It was thought to be done 
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the Continent : a Gwift ſailing Balloon Has 


been diſpatched after them, but it was very 
1 e eee * nnn 


Price of corn at nua laſt * WOT 
as follows: | 

Wheat 245. a quarter, or 3s. a buſhel, 

Barley 16s. ditto -— 25. ditto. 

Oats - 125. ditto — 15. 64d. ditto, 
And other grain in proportion; which is 
cheaper than has been known in this 
country for theſe thirty years paſt. —As 
the laſt year's crop was not an uncom- 
monly large one, this preſent decreaſe of 


price is a convincing proof of the happy 


conſequences of making uſe of Balloons | 


| Inſtead of hor ſes. 


We hear that the Maſters of the Inns, 
on the Bath and other roads, have 


ſent almoſt all their poſt horſes to graſs, 


ſu 


1 


8 e 


1-0-3 

and mean to ſubſtitute in their room, a 
certain number of Balloons, for the ac- 
commodation of travellers during the 
ſummer ſeaſon. 
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INTELLIGENCE far the Year 1786. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
This day is publiſhed a new treatiſe 
on the Upper Regions of the Air, being 
the reſult of many obſervations thereon 
during a conſiderable time of reſidence 
in the Upper Regions of the Atmoſphere, 
| upwards of ten miles diſtant from the 
earth,—Together with ſame. few remarks 
on the means of preſerving a due reſpira- 
tion in a pure æther: calculated princi- 
pally for the uſe of the Gentlemen now 
engaged to make a journey to the Moon; 
By T. Member of the Lunatic 
Society in Moorfields, | 3 
Sg: 


1 
Laſt winter being ſo remarkable mild, 
=s to produce little or no ice; the Confec- 


tioners' have been fo diſtreſſed for that 


article this ſummer, that they have been 
at the expence of fetching it, from time 
to time, from the Up per Regions of che 
Atmoſphere by the means of Balloons. 
The uncommon plenty of wild ducks 
and wild geeſe this ſeaſon in London, we 
are informed, js owing to ſeveral perſons 
in the Fens of Canibridgeſhire and Lincols- 
fire having eſtabliſhed Balloons, for the 
purpoſe of hunting thoſe wild fowls, oo 
when they meet with a flight -of them, it 


1s aſtoniſhing what bavock they make 


among them, by diſcharging blunder: 
buſſes loaded with ſwan ſhot. 


It ee cenie mc bob ks, 


that no leſs a n of grain has been 
exported 


Pe 


in 


8 


fi 


T 9 
exported to France, Portugal, &c. during 


the courſe of the laſt year, than 1,500,000 


quarters, which muſt produce a great 
balance of trade in favour of this coun- 
try : ſome years ago no one could have 
imagined the conſumption of horſes was 
ſo great as it now appears to have been; 
for we then uſed to import many thouſand 
quarters of oats from the Baltic annually. 


And we are happy to -congratulate our 
Readers that yeſterday Ox Beef ſold in 
Smith field-Market, in the . carcaſs, at two 
pence half-penny- per pound, and mutton 
in proportion , owing to the diminution. of 
horſes in this country. | | 


They write from Ireland, that the plans 
for making roads over the bogs in the north 
and weft parts of that Kingdom are laid 
aſide, as the inſtitution of Air Carriages 
as now rendered roads entirely uſeleſs. 

5 Ir 


4 
It is worthy of remark, that the pigeons, 
icrows, and other birds, flew away fright- 


ened at the fight of a Balloon when they 


were firſt made uſe of, but now theſe 
animals are ſo accuſtomed to the fight of 
them, that they are frequently ſeen 
þ perched upen a Balloon in the air as 


familiarly as upon a barn. 


At length we have the ſatisfaction to 
acquaint our Readers with the particulars 
of the late attempt of the Spaniards on 
the town of Algiers; they are as follows: 


Phe Spaniards had fitted out 100 Bal- 
Hoons, to carry 6 men in each. Balloon, 
freighted with every ſort of combuſtible 
material, in order, when they arrived juſt 
over the town, to ſhower it down upon 
the buildings, ſo as to ſet fire to every 
quarter of the town at once.— With this 
intent 


ah 


A 


. 
intent they ſet off from the ſhips, which 
lay at anchor at ſome diſtance at ſea, on 
the 26th of laſt month: but the Algerines, 
having intelligence of their deſign, were 
employed ſeveral :njghts before in con- 
veying themſelves and their moſt valuable 
effects into the mountains the Spaniards 
ſoon perceived that they had to combat 
Only againſt a .deferted town, therefore 
they, deſcended, ſpiked the guns, blew 
up the magazines and other works, and 
remounted the air with an intent of re- 
gaining the ſhips; but inſtantly a violent 
hurricane aroſe from the ſouth, which 
rendered their Balloons totally ungovern- 
able, the violence of the wind drove them 
one againſt another, and moſt, of them 
ere beaten to pieces while the Navigators 
fell and became a prey to the fiſh. The 
Reader cannot but remark the ſimilar fate 


of 


cof the Spaniards at Gibraltar ſome years 


4 
ago upon another element. As the Spa- 6 
miards do not want courage or ſagacity, ; 
ſurely there is a fatality that attends all 
their warlike expeditions. 
We hear whe there are «upwards of 
10 petitions lying upon the table of the 
2 Houſe of Commons, from the Truſtees | 
of Roads throughout this Kingdom, ſet- | 


ting forth, that ſince the inſtitution of 
Air Carriages the toll receipts have been 
Jo ſmall, that they are unable to make 
good their payments of intereſt on money 
borrowed, and praying Parliament to 
grant them ſome relief. 


Our Correſpondent ſubmits, whether in 
order to reheve theſe, people, it would 
not be juſt and proper for Government 
10 


Lo 1] | 
to pay off all the money advanced on 
turnpike roads, and the expence of re- 
pairing them in future to be deftayed by 
the public, and the turnpike toll hereafter 
to be conſolidated with the revenue arifing _ 
from the tax on Balloons. —But we are of 
opinion that, provided canals could be 
formed for the conveyance of bulky com- 
modities, there would be little or no 
occaſion for public roads, except for the 
marching of armies from one part of the 
kingdom to another; for in that caſe it 
might be found inconvenient to tranſport 
whole armies together with their baggage 
* the means of Balloons. 


The paflage from Geneva to Turin is 
now become a faſhionable amuſement; 
inſtead of crawling up the rocks to the 
top of Mount Senis, as formerly, at the 
hazard 


(+1 


nn life, Travellers have now no- 
thing elſe to do but to elevate themſelyes 


in a Balloon, above the mountains, and 
they can go from Geneva to Turin in a day 
with caſe and ſafety. A Correſpondent 
ſays he was in raptures at the beautiful 
Proſpects he ſau in his paſſage. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


"This day is publiſhed in fix volumes 12mo. 


BALLOON TALES. 
Being an account of a variety of in- 
Arigues carried on in the air; together 


with many other intereſting adventures 


which have happened of late in that 
element.; 


9 Man of Faſhion, 


We hear that on Thurſday next will 


come on the remarkable trial in the Court 


e G Mm @- 


. 

ef Chancery, ſo long depending, which: 
1s to determine at what diſtance from the 
earth, a perſon, in a Balloon, may kill 
game on another perſon's manor without 
being guilty of treſpaſs. 


We underſtand-that there are very large 
orders lately come from the Weft Indies 
for Balloons of various. fizes.—As the. 
Planters: find. the convenience of this. 
mode of travelling, there will be ſcarce: 
one of them without two or three Bal- 
loons in their houfes; conſequently this 
will cauſe a new and conſiderable branch 
of trade to this country. However, it 
ſeems it will be dangerous to make uſe of 
them there during the hurricane months. 


Yeſterday evening. being very. foggy, 
two. Balloons joſtled againit each other 
| over : 


(36 7. 


over Hyde-Park; by: which. means bot 8 
were precipitated to the ground, though 


we do not hear 954 lives were loſt by. the 
'Dwbident, M4 © nog ls 115 24.2498 


And Gods meet Gods, a and jolt in 9 


| e 


: - 
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Extract of a Letter from Pais A0 


111 


18 


* he Pariſians are highly "elated with 
the benefits they daily receive from the 
invention of Balloons; particularly the 


fiſh market ; for, inſtead of the ſtinking 


fiſh offered formerly at the Halle, Which an 
Engliſhman would not have taken off of a 


dunghilt, the Halle can now product fiſh j in 
ae great perfection: at Poris as at Dunkirk 


The fertile mind of a man at Ditppe has 
eſtabliſhed a plan of conveying fiſh from 
thence to Paris in the ſpace of fix hours, 


provided the wind be favourable, - and at 


a very 


£43 


z very ; cheap rate : — His method is this: 
He has; a Balloon of, an uncommon large 
11205 which carries him 1 and a conſiderable 
quantity of ſiſn, to which are added. 20 or 
30 ſmaller Balloons attached thereto. by 
ropes 3 the large Balloon, in which he 
rides 5 directs the courſe of the reſt the 
large one may be termed his chariot, and 
the. reſt. his pack-horſes, and the whole 
together, when in the air, reſembles the 
tail of a paper kite. The rapture of the 
Pariſians is aſtoniſhing, when they ſee the 
arrival of this, fiſh caravan. — The ſcheme 
as much exceeds that which our country- 

man, Blake, inſtituted. ſome years ago, to 
conyey-fiſh from \Dewvonſhire- to London by 
land carriage, as a gilt carriage exceeds 
2 wheelbarrow. in elegance.—It is to be 
obſerved, that theſe Satellites to the F in- 
erman's grand Balloon are formed nes AF 57 
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on the conſtruction of thoſe firſt invented; 
that is, nearly of a globular! form, and 
the ballaſt in the galleries thereof con- 
| fiſts merely of fiſh,” ſo that they carry a 
great quantity in proportion to their ſize. 
?Tis not doubted but this new improve- 
ment, though more particularly ada pted 
to the ſpeedy conveyance of ſo periſhable 
a commodity as fiſh, will be ſoon found 
uſeful in many other reſpects; particu- 
larly in conveying the precious commodi- 
ties of Afia over the ſandy defarts, from 
one country to another, inſtead of by ca- 
mels, as hath hitherto been the practice. 
In ſhort, it is eſteemed: one of the moſt 
uſeful improvements for the general bene- 
fit of trade that-has been contrived fince 
Balloons have been in uſe—who knows 
but the corn and the other bulky commo- 
dities in this country may not be conveyed 
from 


T3 - 
from place to place by this means.—lt is 
obſervable that theſe volatile and inge- 


nious people are, generally, before the 


reſt of Europe in matters of invention; 


it is, therefore, not to be wondered at, 


conſidering their extreme volatility, they 
| 0 * 0 . = | 
ſhould exceed others in .aerial expeditions. 


Whether the Engliſh, were the original 
inventors of. the Diving-Bell 15 uncertain; 
but they undoubtedly. have the merit of 
bringing thoſe Bells to their preſent ſtate 


of perfection: and it is worthy of obſer- 


vation, that while the Engliſh were ma- 
king experiments on thoſe machines, the 


French weren exerciſing their ingenuity in 


contriving Balloons.— Nothing marks 


the genius of the two nations more ſtrong- 
ly than this circumſtance; for though 
we have thewn a wonderful alacrity in fink- 
ing in the eatery, they have no. leſs diſtin- 
| Ee guithed 
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guiſted themſelves by their alen gi 


flights in the air. Vive ! Aug lois, vive 1 


ringer foyes toujours bons Amis. 


15 
F 


We hear from Lancaſpire, that a young 


Gentleman, dreſſed in black, of an ema- 


ciated and deſponding appearance, de- 


feended in a Balloon at an inn, not far 
from Mancheſter, who retired to his rooms 
and ſoon after the people hearing the 
_noiſe of a piſtol, went up ſtairs, and 


Ai brered he had deſtroyéd himſelf.— 


It appeared, by a paper found in his 


Pocket, that he was a Clergyman, and 
had been travelling for ſome weeks paſt 
to find a vacant pulpit, wherein he might 
exerciſe his functions, and having not 
ſucceeded, he had been induced to take 


this raſh ſtep. Our Correſ pondent adds, 


hat he wiſhes this unfortunate young 
W «ö; © yentie- 


id 
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Gentleman, had. beat. his. courſe to — 


 ſhireg for to his knowledge the, reſident 
Clergy are ſo ſcarce there, that ſo far from 
the pariſhes having ſervice performed in 
their churches every Sunday, if a man's 
father or other relation ſhould happen to 


die, he muſt be obliged to ride, perhaps, 


through half a dozen pariſhes, before he 
can ſind a reſident Clergyman to bury him. 


IIt is true that many pariſh churches are 


ſhamefully neglected by their Incumbents; 
but we hope our Correſpondent's account 


is ſomewhat exaggerated. 


% 
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Wh hear that leather is conſiderabiy 


fallen in price, on account of the ſmall 
demand for ſaddles, bridles, harneſs for 


coach horſes, &c. compared with former 
times Another good effect ariſing from 


Balloons—and. it is hoped we ſhall ſoon 
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be able io export a choice AQuantiry - 
of leather to foreign markets. It is 5 
greatly wifhed chat Government would 
take off the tax on that valuable mo- 
-dity, ſo neceſſary i in the nnn of s 
. TIRE ace e ocage 77% 


We -underftand- 55 a a 5 an 

Indiaman, late ly arrived from China, that 

dre took out with him, on his late voyage, 

ſeveral dozens of Balloons, not doubting 

to- male a confñiderable profit thereon, but 

| he found the Chineſe ſo prejudiced againſt 
= every European invention, that, though 
they law His failors mount up in thoſe 


machines, and manage them in the air 
with great addreſs, not one of the Chineſe b 
could be prevailed on to make a trial; a 
and he Thould have been obliged to bring m 
| them, home again, had not a maker of fire- +» 


works 


— 8 1] | 
works thought th ey. would give variety 
to an exhibitien he was ſoon to make be- 
fore the Emperor, by diſcharging Wen ? 
from time to time, loaded with fire-works, 

during his grand exhibition. It is a won- 
der no European Artiſt has yet adopted 
| them for ſuch purpoſes, as ae could 
not but have a x pleaſing effect. 


It ſeems that a - conſiderable / affray 
happened at Lady Rigadoon's Aſſembly 
on Putney-Heath, on Saturday laſt, owing 
to the Steerſmen of the various Balloons. 
belonging to the Company, being too 
eager to get near the door of the Aſſem- 
bly-Room; ſeveral Balloons were entirely 
broken to pieces, and others ſo damaged, 
as to be wholly unfit for uſe 3 therefore, 
many of the Ladies were obliged to walk 
a great way before they could be accom- 
modated 


modated with hired: Balloons.—Ohr Cor- 
reſpondent, who has been ſome. years in 
the Weſft- Indies; ſays, he could not help 


* 


ſmiling at the alteratiens in the manners 
of this country—inſtead of Lady ſuck a 
«one's coach, as formerly, the cry was, 
Lady Die-Toſs's Balloon, the Dutcheſs of 


:Rattle-Dice's Balloon, &c. &c. 


* 


Soon after Balloons were firſt invented, 


it was ſuggeſted, that felons, guilty of : 


capital offences, might be ſent up in them 


*þy way of making experiments; and, we 
hear, the thought has been again revived, 
as a puniſhment more terrifying than 
hanging at Newgate : the propoſal is, to 
ſend them up in Balloons, ſtrongly: charg- 
__=ed with Gaz, and diveſted of every means 
bof guiding them or lowering them at 
pleaſure; but-we think this would bea 


t 2181 


C 45 } 
kind of ns which the Laws of this: 


country abhor, for 
To bathe in fiery floods, or to reſide 


"Sh 


In thrilling regions of thick ribbed ice; , _ 


To be impriſoned in the viewleſs winds ; 


And blown with reſtleſs violence round F iT 


The pendant world; or to be worſe chan worſt 


Of thoſe than a lawleſs and uncertain thought 
Imagine howling——'Tis too hoerible.l— 


of « 


INTELLIGENCE for. the Year 1787: 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Mr, Stargazery of Half-Maon-Streety 


being allowed by all thoſe he has the 
honor to be acquainted with, to be 
the completeſt builder of caſtles in the 
air of any Architect in this Kingdoms 


begs 
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tbegs leave to acquaint the Nobility and 
*Gentry, that ſhould he meet with proper 
encouragement, he could fix places of 
refreſhment i in the middle Regions of the 
air, at ſeveral ſtages 1 in the. courſe to Bath, 
whereby they might, on travelling thither, 


be accommodated with any thing they | 
may want on the voyage, without the p l 
trouble of deſcending to the earth. 
| which cannot but be agreeable . . : 
| hot ſummer months. 
| Political Intelligence from Paris reſpect-· i 
ing Balloons, J 
Though the people in France in gene- 
ral are highly delighted with the great 8 
pleaſure and convenience they receive : 
from the invention of Balloons, and the : 
more ſo, as the invention originated with 
them; 3 yet it is ſaid, that the Court of Ver- 


ſallles 


E þ 
failles' looks with a jealous eye on the- 
general uſe made of them: =It ſeems. 
that the Doctors of the Sarbanne, and 
the dignified Clergy of the firſt rank, 
as well as thoſe: of the inferior: degrees, 
have ſet their faces againſt Balloons in 
general : they urge, that it will be almoſt 
impoſſible to keep a pretty girl in a Con- 
vent, if Balloons are ſuffered to be in 
uſe, as Convent Walls are no barriers. 
againſt the libidinous attacks of a Bal- 
loon-Lover, and, of courſe, the Cloiſter 
Beauties will be no longer monopolized: 
by the Monks and Friars —The Farmers. 
General haye alſo made ſome ſtrong re- 
monſtrances againſt the uſe of Balloons ; 
they ſay that many taxes have conſidera- 
bly diminiſhed ſince they have been in 
uſe; and particularly the tax on provi- 
ſions brought into Paris : It ſeems the 

| Bourgeois 


(48 ] 


Bourgeois of that city, inſtead of amuſing 


_ themſelves. on Sundays and holidays as 
| formerly, ſtrutting about the Boulevards, 
Tuilleries, &c. to ſhew- them ſelves, with 
powdered hair, ragged ſhirts, and darned 
 whity-brown'-filk ſtockings, go, on thoſe 
days, in their Balloons to St. Dennis, and 


other places in the environs of che metro 


polis, and load themſelves home like 
bees, with country proviſions for the reſt 
of the week ; they, by that means, elude 
the ſearch of the Commis at the gates and 
other avenues of the eity; and they al- 


ledge that this illicit rade cannot be 


effectually checked but by the ſuppreſſion 
of Balloons.— The F armers of the King's 
Poſt Chaiſes throughout the Kingdom 
have alſo preſented memorials, ſtating, 
that they will be infallibly ruined by their 
contracts, if ſome relief is not granted 
them.— 


[ @9 J 
them. The army alſo complainz chat 
there never was: known: ſuch deſertion 
from the army as of late, which is alſo 


aſeribed to the ſame cauſe. The Lawyers 
inſiſt, that Balloons are productive i of 


much robbery, and tend te eaſy conceals 
ment and eſeape of Villains of albdenomits« 


nations from the hands of Juſtice— All 


theſe powerful bodies joined together 


added to the weighty arguments they 


urge, have operated very ſtrongly at Ver- 


failles3 and there is nothing but the gene- 


al diſcontent that it will occaſion among 
the people, that prevents the aboliſhing 
the uſe of Balloons, in à great meaſure, 


throughout the Kingdom. However, if 


they find it abſolutely neceffary, it is ſup- 
poſed, that the diſcontents of the People 
will! not intimidate the Court. 0 
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high, that few people could afford to 


1 60 * 
We hear there will be a vaſt 4 6f 


3 belonging to the Phyficians, Apo» 


thecaries, Surgeons, Corn-Cutters, and 
Doctors in this Metropolis; for 


— the Synod in HWarwick-Lane have 


come to a reſolution, and have given 


orders accordingly, that all the above 
| Setomination. of people, hall either walk 


or viſit their patients in Balloons in future, 
as the rumbling of chariots is very afflict- 
ing to people in fevers and other diſor- 
ders which affect the ſpirits; and more- 
over, as they will be relieved from the 
expence of keeping cariages, they are 
to lower the fee in future to half the 


preſent ſum.—We think this regulation 
redounds greatly to the honor of the 


College.—Indeed the fees of the Faculty 
have, of late years, been ſo exceedingly 


: be 


tH ff 


1 


be ill, and at the ſame time 0 be. pro» 
perly attended, | | 


We hear there is a party of pleaſure 
formed by a confiderable party of Ladies 
and Gentlemen, celebrated for their wit 
and learning, to make an acrial tour du- 
ring the hot ſummer months; as we are 
informed that Dr. L, Dr. P— „ Mrs. 
Mn, Mrs. M—y, &c. are to be of the 
party, many curious obſervations will, 
undoubtedly, be made during the ſaid 
voyage: we underſtand, if the wind 
ſhould prove. favourable, they mean to 
bend, their courſe through the northern 
parts of Aſia, as far as China and Japan. 


The Coach-Makers cannot but feel the 
effects of the new mode of travelling by 
Balloons ; indeed it is a | melancholy cir- 
. F2 cumſtance 


1 12 

Lum ſtance to ſee, that there is ſcarcely a 
Gazette of late, without the name of one 
of that trade being inſerted. 


E 


ADVERTISEMEN T. 
Monſieur Depeche lately arrived from 
Paris, begs leave to acquaint the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry, that he has eſtabliſned 
A correſpondence in that city, by the 
means of Balloons, to furniſh -him with 
every publication, and every material 
occurrence that may happen there, in the 
ſpace of one-day after the event may hap- 
pen. He alſo furniſhes Gibier from 
| France as freſh as may be had from en 
any part of England. 8 | 


We underſtand, the Emperor, imme- 
Aiately after the victory obtained over the 
Ruſſians, diſpatched ſeveral Balloons to 
SHALE] the 


T' WE] 
the city of Prague, now inveſted by an 
army of the enemy, to acquaint them, 
that he was marching with alf haſte to 
their relief ; and one of them arrived the 
2 3d of laft month.—It is further faid, 
that it is impoſſible to deſcribe the joy 
that city felt on receiving the informa- 
tion, as they were ſo cut off by the ene- 
my from any ſupplies or intercourſe with 
the country, as to be reduced to a tate of 
famine, and were on the point of capi- 
tulating. —Confidering the advantages the 
Emperor has already gained over the Ruf- 
ans, by the means of Balloons, it is 
aſtoniſbing, that they alſo have not adopted 
the uſe of them in their army How 
ever, it ſeems, the Emperor has forbid- 
den the uſe of them, except in his mili- 
tary operations 3 and, we find, the King 
of Priiffia has pur ſued the ſame conduct; 
22 but 


| but. We have not yet been able to learn 
| whether their motives for. ſo doing has yer 
Inytpereds; eg qr doh ea off 16 


es ee cre Monmouth: writcs, 
that he could not help admiring, a certain 
| number; of Joung Counſel on the Weſtern 
| Circuit, ſetting o off in Balloons. from that 
| place to. Wales: he was much entertained 
avith their, manceuyres in the air, their 


| 

| 
| various verſations and tergiverſations in 
| i their ſportive contentions with each other, 
4 in their reſpective- Balloons, whieh put him 
= in mind. of their proceedings in the Courts 
i | of Law,—He was alſo, pleaſed to find, as 
| 7 »thoſe;young. Gentlemen: had been abliged 


ix to, apparent lx, live on air for a eonſidera- 
4 -ble time, that they had now an opportu- 
nity. of ravelling in the ſame element, 
beg 
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„ 5 4 k 7 * "> 


* 
- 
EF A 


1 #8.) 

although their ultimate yer ico 5 
mae ie bie 533 ave 
Age Projector hs - le 

A A Wellwiſher to the Public, acquaints us, 
that although every attempt hitherto 
made has proved ineffectual, yet, he ap- 
prehends, that Diving Bells and Balicons 
| acting in conjunction, cannot fail of raiſ- 
ing up the Royal George. He confeſſes 
he has taken his original hint from the 
Dieppe Fiſherman; who conveys fifh from 
thence to Paris hy tte means of a ſtring 
of Balloons.— His plan is, to applytrepes; 
properly faſtened; to. the ſaid veſſel. hy tha 
moſt ſkilfull Divers, and afterwards to 
attach che ſaid ropes to a number of 
Balloons, all linked togeth er. in the m anner 
as the, aid. Fiſherman's .cazavany; and as 
their powers may be encreaſed ad. infinis 
#2 Zum, 
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um, a FRAY not doubt but they will 
have the defired effect—that is, to per- 
fectly remove an object which has hitherto 
been deemed an incurable cancer in the 


Harbour of” magna 


"I Cepcntent? dens us, that the 
firſt trial of a Balloon in Bengal was made 
by Col. , at Calcutta, accompanied 
by two other Gentlemen: he made an 
excurſion in one of them about 40 miles 
from the town, when the eyes ef a mul- 
ritude of aſtoniſhed Gentuos followed him 
in his flight. Upon his defcenſion, thoſe 
humble ereattres immediately proftrated 
themſelves before thoſe Adventurers, and 
'began to worſhip them as Divinities.—It 
ſeems we have, hitherto, eoncealed from 

:the natives łhe art of making and con- 
«dudting *them, and Perhaps it may be 
proper 


d 1 
proper to continue them in ignorance; 5 
for we are informed that the reſpect of 
the Natives to the Europeans is greatly 
enereaſed ſince the introduction of theſe 
atrial vchieles- Indeed they cannot be con- 
vinced but that they are guided and ſup- 
ported by ſome ſupernatural power, which 
| the Europeans are inducd with, e the 
reſt. of mankind. 


_ [They di from Peter ſburgbh, that 
ſeveral Aſtronomers and other philoſo- 
phical Gentlemen in that city have been 
long ſoliciting the Court to ſend out a 
number of Balloons from Archangel, to 
traverſe over the ice, impaſſable by ſhips, 
in order to reach ithe North Pole; and 
afterwards to proceed on till they arrive in 
ſome known part of North America, in 
order to make ſome uſeful philoſophical 
experiments. 


ES 7. 
experiments ; and we find, that the Count 
bas at length conſented thereto.— They 
alſo further write, that as the hitherto 
5 repeated attempts to diſcover the north 
eaſt paſſage to China by ſea, have proved | 
_ unſucceſsful, the Ryſian Admiralty have 
in contemplation to try the experiment of 
Balloons in thoſe ſeas. In the mean time 
great preparations are making, to provide 
Furs and other warm cloathing for the 
Adventurers; as the coldneſs of the cli- 
mate will, n render them very 
neceſſary. HY 


Should this. experiment prove unſuc- 
ceſsful, it may, perhaps, encourage other 
Powers to make the like attempt towards 
the South Pole, which may, poſſibly, ſuc- : 
ceed better than the late expedition on 
the: ſea, made by the gallant Captain 
| : Cook, 


( 


Cool, for as the ice will be no unpesh en 
to them in the courſe through the air, it 


will be a convenience to the travellers in 


cafe they may want to repair their Bal- 


loons, or otherwiſe; as they may at any 
time land on thoſe icy rocks. — The moſt 
material objection ſeems to be the power- 
ful-winds they will have to encounter im 
thoſe climates. 


We hear that ' perſons afflicted with 


aſthmas and other diſorders of the lungs, 
who uſed to be adviſed by the Faculty, to 
ride in Hyde-Park every day, or take a 

lodging at Hampſtead, &c. are now adviſed 
to take a voyage in Balloons as often 
as „ poſfible, and we underftand this 
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Since Hilary Term laſt, we hear there 
have been eleven Pirates taken and con- 
fined in Nubibus Caſtle, in Blowbladder- 


Street, for committing robberies in the 
high Air. We hear they are all to be 


tried on Wedneſday next, before Lord 
69, the Lord Chief Juſtice in Eyre. 


That office having. been eſteemed in a 


manner a fine cure, formerly yielded 20 
more profit than about £3000. a year; but 


now, as that Court, over which his Lord- 
ſhip preſides, creates nearly as much buſi- 
neſs as the Old-Bailey, we underſtand he 


: a «fotos for an additzonal ry 


- BY is . bat all trials reſpe&ing 


the feathered game, and alſo the tax on 
windows, will be tried in that Court, both 


of theſe having immediate reference ta 
the element of Air. 


1 


a { ; 
* 
1 1 N N : : 1 
* 
; D 


hn he oÞ 


: 6˙ J 
On Friday next will be the 1 de- 


bate in the Houſe of Commons, reſpecting 


the uſe .and abuſe of Balloons, and we 
hear there will be warm conteſts on the 
occaſion, - as the Houſe, as well as the 
Nation in general, are divided on the 
ſubject. — e ce 
weighty arguments which may be urged 


There are certainly many 


pro and contra, as experience has already 
ſhewn us. However, we will not venture 
to give our opinion thereon, but wait the 
event of the parliamentary deciſion. 


In the mean time we are happy to have 
the pleaſure of communicating to our 
Readers the following account, and we 
flatter ourſelves that a narrative ſo intereſt- 
ing, though it be of conſiderable length, 
will apologiſe for its inſertion. 
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We the underwritten , Ceirg Goldfinder, 


Major of the — Regiment reduced, Pere- 


grine Dreaduought, Lieutenant of the N a- 


vy, and Francis Fairplay, Mariner, and 
late a Factor at Senegal, take the earlieſt 


opportunity of acquainting the honorable 


the Committee of the African Company, 


with the ſucceſs of our expedition into 


the interior parts of Africa, 3 to 


their inſtructions. 


River Thames, Auguſt 26, 1787. 
As ſoon as we had procured all the 
neceſſaries for our intended expedition to 
diſcover the ſources of the river Gambia, 


and the great river Niger, we fat off in the 


ſhip the Good Intent, with a quantity of 


Balloons, and other European neceſſaries, 


for Senegambia. 


N. B. 45 


8 3 
N. B. As nothing material happened du- 
ring this voyage, we think proper 10 omit 


— 


the remarks made thereon. 


Oct. 21/t, Arrived at Senepambia, all 
uw good health by the bleſſing of God, 
and the next day landed our Balloons, 
Mathematical Inſtruments, and other 
goods, which ſeemed very little dama- 
ged by the voyage. 


Oct. 23d. Waited on the Governor, 
to whom we delivered our inſtructions, 
wherein he was directed to furniſh us with 
every aſhſtance in his power—He ſeemed 
to receive us coolly ; urged to us the 


difficulty of the undertaking, and endea- 


voured to prove its impracticability. We 
told him, we were determined to do our 


beſt to ſueceed in the errand we had been 
G 2 ſent 
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ent upon We. chen ſhewed him our Bal- fi | 
loons, and alſo gave him a ſpecimen of 


A 
their powers, by making a circle in the . 
air in one of them, and afterwards gently : 
deſcending, to the furprize of every one : 
preſent—The Governor ſaid, he had heard 1 
| many Captains of ſhips talk of theſe ma- 
| <hines, but ſaid, he could not give credit 
| to their relations.— This exhibition „Which ' 
| | he was pleaſed to call a phænomenon, put y 
| him in good humour, and he promaleg 1 0 
| _ do the utmoſt in his power te aſſiſt us in c 
g | Hur undertaking. 9 15 : 
| Oct. 29th. Examined our various Bal- 4 
I loons——thoſe made with oil cloth, and - 
| 4 thoſe made with leather were found un- _ 
| fit for the climate; the extreme heat of | : 
| the ſun, we found, melted the wax of the 2 


former, and warped the latter We were 
By | afraid 
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afraid that thoſe made of flk would not 
be ſtrong enough to hold out ſo long a 
voyage—We therefare choſe three made 
of ſtrong light canvaſs, lined with thin 
ſattin, as being the moſt durable, which 
we named the Venture, the Hopeful, and 
the Speedvell. | 


Nov. tf. Conſulted together, whether 
we ſhould all three go in the Speedwwelt 


with our Engliſh ſervants, and let the 
other two Balloons be navigated by Ne- 
groes, to take the .baggage neceſſary for 
the voyage, and what could not be con- 
tained in the Seedtoell. At length it was 
agreed that each of us ſhould take the 
command of a Balloon, accompanied with 
an Engliſh Servant and two Negroes, and 
at the fame time to have five ſmall Balloons 


attached to each of our TOR, for the 
i» Ws purpoſe 


- Jen rn E oo bo. end 7; 
D 1 © 47 7,5 5 E e 4 fo © 4 K ; 
* « 1 . 4 4.4 I 


„331 - 
'S * n e, FT 


LS 


purpoſe of carrying our bras”: not in 
immediate uſe—It was alfo agreed that 


Major Goldfnder ſhould command the 
Fpeedwwell, Lieutenant Dreadnought the 
Hopeful, and Francis Fairplay the Venture. 


Dec. 3d. Employed for theſe ſeveral 
weeks paſt in inſtructing our Negroes in 
the nature and uſe of Balloens, and find 

they are become very expert in their ma- 


— 


neenvres.. 


8th. Employed for ſeveral days paſt 
in preparing for our voyage, and getting 
the neceſſaries aboard the Balloons. 


12th, After we had affured che Gover- 
nor and the reſt of the F actor y, that when 
we had paſt the deſarts, and had arrived 
in a populous country, we would diſpatch 
| one 


"FSI 

one of the Balloons to give them intelli- 
gence thereof, which the Governor was to 
tranſmit to England as foon as poffible, we 


took a cordial leave, and went on board 
Our reſpective Balloons with our attend- 
ants, and pointed our courſe eaſtward, 


taking care always to have in view the 


courſe of the river—In the evening we 
landed and lodged under Balleons, keep- 


ing a circular fire round us to prevent the 


approach of wild beaſts, with which this 
country is greatly infeſted We ſaw 
ſome, whoſe names are not known in 
Europe, and are of a moſt enormous 


ſize, a particular deſcription whereof we 


mean to treat on apart from theſe me- 
moirs of our voyage. We found the air 
ſo exceeding burning while the ſun ſhone, 
that, in order to be comfortable, we were 
obliged to aſcend upwards of a mile high in 


x 4 ? 
RR, 3 . 8: 


— . ”" ” 
© $592 * Sa \ i y 
6 I - - * 4 ** 
is Racy 5 £ . put gs ; £ 5 
. . 
* 1 * . — 2 Pp, ; 
. K N A,” ads. a 


MS 

the atmoſphere, lowering ourſelves now 
and then, that we might not depart from 

the courſe of the river. 


Dec. 1605. This morning we found the 
wind due eaſt, in direct oppoſition to our 
courſe ; however, we mounted in the air 
in hopes of finding a current in our favour 


in the higher regions, to about 2400 


fathoms, being nearly 3 miles high; but 
we could not find a favourable wind 
We were afraid to travel higher, as we 
ſhould then have loſt fight-of .the river— 
We therefore deſcended, and lodged un- 
der our Balloons to ſcreen ourſelves from 
:the intenſe heat of the ſun, but, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſhade the Balloons gave us, 
the heat was almoſt intolerable. In the 
evening we were in high ſpirits, the wind 
turning to the welt, | 
Dec. 17th, 


1 6 ] 

Dec. 17th, Waked in the morning, and 
we were happy to find the wind blew 
ſouth-weſt and by weſt, our people there- 
fore mounted with great alacrity, and 
we continued our courſe to the eaſtward, 
according to the windings of the river, 
as we had before done; and found the 
country we paſſed a complete barren ſand, 
without any inhabitants, except wild 
beaſts and birds; and the birds we ſaw, 
in general, were proportionably gigan- 
tic with the beaſts.Conſidering the 
barrenneſs of the ſoil, it ſeemed won- 
derful how they ſubſiſted, except by 
the fiſh they found in the river, —It ſeems 
that this tract of country has never 
been inhabited by mankind at any period 
of time, there appearing not the leaſt 


veſtige of human operations. 
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18th, By our calculations made this 


day, computing that we travelled at 25 


miles an hour, we mult be, at leaſt, 1500 
miles from the Factory at Senegambia, 
without having met with any circumſtance 
worthy of a place in.our journal, except 
that we had, all along, a wind from the 
weſt, and ſouth-weſt, which, blowing a 
ſteady gale, made it caſy for the Balloons 


to keep tagether,— This evening we began 


to ſee the face of the country change, the 
ground became more elevated, and cover- 


ed with verdure, trees, ſhrubs, and flowers, 


197%. Saw ſheep and cattle of various 
ſorts, and ſoon afterwards ſeveral little 
townſhips, conſiſting of from 100 to 200 
Wigwams.—We paſſed over one of thoſe 
townſhips—the inhabitants, ſeeing us in 
the air, appeared to be in great amaze- 
ment, 


E 
ment, and indeed a ſight fo extraordinary 
could not but ſeem to them wonderful. 
We deſcended, with an intent to land 
near the town, but, finding the inhabitants 
armed with bows and arrows, apparently 
to receive us in an hoſtile manner, we 
mounted a few fathoms, and directed our 
courſe a little to the north, and landed in 
a valley, about 3 miles diſtant from the 


town. A young Negroe on board the 
Venture had been brought to Senegambia 
from the eaſt country, and ſold there for 
a ſlave. We were, therefore, in hopes he 
might underſtand ſomething of the lan- 
guage of the natives.—So we diſpatched 
him to the townſhip, to acquaint them 
who we were, in caſe he could make 
| himſelf underſtood. - 
time he returned with about 20 or 30 
men,—As ſoon as they approached us, 

they 


In three hours 
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they fell, on their faces in token of adora- 


tion.—It ſeems our Negroe, upon his arri- 
val at the town, found the Natives talked 


very nearly the language of his country, 


and that, by their diſcourſe, they appre- 
hended, when they ſaw us in the air, that 
we were birds; for it ſeems that they 
have ſome of wonderful ſize, ten times as 
big as an Offrich; but they acknowledged 
they had never ſeen any ſo large as our 
Balloons, which occaſioned conſiderable 
alarm, and they had collected all their 
force to deſtroy us, in eaſe we had ſhewn 
A diſpoſition to land near the town but, 


when they were informed that we were 


men from a foreign country, who had 


come to pay them a viſit in flying cha- 


riots, they would not believe that we were 
men, but that we muſt be Gods, and were 
therefore come to worſhip us.—We, on 

our 
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our part, endeavoured to treat them with 
all poſſible reſpect, and after mutual civi- 
lities having paſſed. between us for ſome- 

time, they intreated. us to. go to their 
Migrvams, offering us, at the ſame time, 
ſome of their food, which we accepted 
and ate they begged that they might 
aſſiſt us in conveying our carriages and 
baggage into the town, if neceſſary, tho“ 
by the manner of their offer it evidently 
appeared, that they ſtill thought we were 
indued with a divine power, and therefore 
ſtood in need of no aſſiſtance. After con- 
ſulting among ourſelves, whether it would 
be proper to accept their offer, we agreed, 
as the purpoſe of our journey was the diſ- 
covery of the Gold Mines, and the only 
means of ſucceeding therein was by con- 
verſing with the Natives, that we ſhould 
accept their invitation. 
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As ſoon as we arrived at the townſhip” 
of thoſe hoſpitable people, we were met 
by all the women and children, who came 
to ſhew every mark of reſpect, mixed 
with furprize and aſtoniſhment We ob- 
ſerved the women and girls to be orna- 
mented with gold, pearls, and precious 
ſtones; but no ornaments upon the men 


or boys. — This was ſufficient, however, 


to give us an idea of the richneſs of the 
Country, and that we were actually arrived 
at the place, to which we were deſtined 
by the African Company, which gaye us 
no {mall ſatisfattion—We obſerved theſe 
people to be a different caſt of Negroes: 


from-thoſe we have been accuſtomed to 


ſee on the Coaſt of Guinea : the men were 
taller, and of a more robuſt make, their 
complexion not black,. but of a tawny 
colour, reſembling more the Athiopians, 

which, 


N 
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which Francis Fairplay had ſeen at Mocoa 


in Arabia, than the Negroes inhabiting 
near the Atlantic Ocean Indeed our Ne- 


groe Servant, who converſed with the 


Natives, reſembled them in appearance, 
as well as in language; we learnt from 
him, that he was brought to Senegambia, 
from a country a great way to the Eaſt; 
being ſurprized, and taken priſoner by the 
people of a foreign nation, and ſold for a 
ſlave, together with others of his coun- 
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The women and girls formed themſelves 


into a circle, and placed a veſſel cut out 


of a ſtone in the middle. of which they 
burnt myrrh, frankinſence, &c. and they 
beckoned us to come and fit down with 
them; we being ſeated, and the men all 
ſtanding behind, ſome girls began a dance 
| r round 


r 2 
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round the fire with great vivacity and ſpi- 
Tit; all which, we apprehended, were meant 
merely as tokens of their friendly reception 


of us, but we afterwards learnt, that theſe 


ceremonies were uſed in their religious 
worſhip, and meant as devotion to us as 
divinities; theſe.ceremonies being finiſhed, 
three men of an advanced age came to us, 
and pointed to their Migtams, which we 


underſtood to be an invitation to take_ up 


Hur abode in their reſpective manſions; 


theſe men proved to be the Elders or 
Prieſts of the townſhip ; we followed them 
to their dwellings, and were treated with 
all the good will and hoſpitality, the fim- 
plicity of their manners could afford. 


Dec. 20th. Gave inſtructions to the 
Negroe, our Interpreter, that he ſhould 
take every opportunity of informing the 

| Natives, 
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Natives, that we were mortals equal with 
themſelves, and acquaint them with the 
_ errand which brought us hither, and 
to hide no circumſtance relating to us, 
except that our trade to Africa had 
hitherto been carried. on for the purpoſe 
of buying young men and women, to 
make ſlaves of them; as this eircum- 
ſtance we wiſhed to conceal from them, 
thinking it might poſhbly give them a 
bad impreſſion on us. 


25th. Find the Natives relax in their 
diſtant awe of us, and begin to be more 
familiar, yet friendly and reſpectful. 


28th. In the Wigwam where Major 
Gold finder lodged, there was a boy lay 
dangerouſly ill of a fever; and the mother, 
by her diſtreſsful behaviour, ſhewed that 
41:4 -the 
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The deſpaired of her ſon's life—He ordered 
bur Interpreter to acquaint the woman, 
that, if ſhe would permit him to give her 
fon a medicine, he did not doubt he 
could recover the child's health; after a 
little hefitation ſhe complied—He then 
mixed half a paper of Dr. James s powder 
in a little water, which threw the boy 


into greater agonies than before, and the 
mother was almoſt in a ſtate of diſtrac- 
tion; however, the boy in a few hours 
grew better, and by repeating the doſes 
4 "two or three times, he was perfectly 
4 N recovered. 


rs, 


"29th. This morning Major Goldfind- 
ers Higwam was ſurrounded by the 
Women and girls of the . townſhip, bring- 
ing their ſtone veſſels with incenſe burn- 
ang, and went through all the religions 

| ceremonies 
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"ceremonies as on the day we arrived; 
-at which he was greatly ſurprized—— 
However, he was ſoon informed of the 
occaſion. It ſeems that the Natives, fince 
our arrival, had taken great notice of 


many European things we had brought 


with us, particularly our philoſophical 
inſtruments, ſuch as the thermometer, the 
barometer, the compaſs, &; they ſaw theſe 
things to have ſelfmotion, according to 
the fitnation in which they were placed; 
this they could not comprehend, and in 
many of their minds it operated not much 
in our favour ; the firing of our guns, which 
We ſometimes did, partly to amuſe them, 
and partly to kill ſome birds, which ap- 


peared to us rare and curious, ſtill added to 


their unfavourable ſpeculations—In ſhort, 


'there were many that began to declare, 


"that, af we were not Geds, we muſt be 
Devils, 
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Devils, or Magicians, and thought us dan- 
gerous gueſts- But Major Goldfinder having 
fo rapidly cured the boy of a fever, whoſe 
Aife was deſpaired of, immediately turned 


the tide of popular opinion—And they 


were now as fully convinced of our being 
Gods, as they were upon our firſt arrival, 


As we do not know what may be the 
-conſequence of this event, we have diſ- 
patched Thomas Trufty, ſervant to Lieu- 
tenant Dreadnought, and two Negroes, in 
the Venture Balloon, to convey. our jour- 


nal, to this period, to the Governor of 


: Senegambia, who is to forward it, with all 
convenient ſpeed, to the honorable the 


African Committee. 


By what we have hitherto learned from 


the Natives, there are mountains, where 
great 


1 
great quantities of gold are to be found, 
but at a great diſtance; however, they 
are, it ſeems, in the dominions of the 
Great King, who governs over all this 
-part of the world. In proceſs of time 
we hope to be able to furniſh the ho- 
norable 'Committee with further par- 
ticulars; in the mean time we flatter 
ourſelves, they will think that hitherto 
we have done our utmoſt to ſucceed in 
the errand we were ſent on. And ſo we 
bid you heartily farewell, 


GEORGE GOLDFINDER. 
PEREGRINE DREADNOUGHT. 
FRANCIS FAIRPLAY. 3 


From the Mountains in the 
interior parts of Africa, 


Dec. 29th, 1787. 
P. & Fas 


1. * 3 
P. F. The name of the Country we are 
in we find to be Montedore, and after 
examination of all the beſt maps of 
Africa we do not find any trace of this 
Country deſcribed in any of them 
a convincing proof of the extreme igno· 
rance of the Europeans of the Geography 
-of that Country. 


— EC un o——_—_ 

We have authority to aſſure our Read- 
ers, that Monſieur Montgolfier notwith- 
ſtanding his great philoſophical merit, 
particularly with regard to his inven- 
tion of Balloons, has been perſecuted to 
ſuch a degree by the Clergy, in con- 
junction with the Gentlemen of the long 
robe, in France, that he has propoſed to 


retire to this Country, to ſeek an aſylum 
free 


ES] 
free from their tyranny ;- and we do not- 
doubt, from the known generoſity of the 
Engliſh Nation,. that he will not only: 
meet with protection, but be placed on a 


reſpectable footing, equal to his deferts.. 
For in whatever light the utility of 'Bal-- 
loons may be feen,. in a political vieto, 
reſpecting their general uſe,. his invention: 
has certainly great philoſophical' merit: 
lie having digeſted and realized the dark 


and confuſed ideas of the moſt eminent: 


Philoſophers of former ages on the ſub- 
ject, that is, he has reduced 2he floating 
and travelling in the air into a practical. 
ſyſtem ; and we do uot doubt but many 


uſeful diſcoveries may be made thereby, 
hitherto unknown, reſpecting the atmoſ- 


phere — and nothing ſhow's the bigotry 
and ſuperſtition of the Church of Rome 
ſo much as the perſecution of ſo deſerving 
a man. 


I 


n 


Os 
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It is thought, that if the preliminary 
articles ſhould be ratified at the preſent 
Congreſs at Vienna by the ſeveral bellige- 


rant powers, moſt of the opulent Dutch. 
men, finding their poſſeſſions in India 


ceded to France, and their territories in- 
Europe attached to the. dominions of the 


Emperor will, probably, quit their. own. 
country ; therefore a great flight of Bal-- 
loons is ſhortly. expected from thence ; 


and as they, of courſe, will bring great 


wealth with them, it cannot but have a: 
very favourable effect on our funds. 


MEDITA- 


MEDITATIONS UPON A BALLOON,. 


by Cadwallader Cruden, Son of the 


renowned Alexander the Carrector. 


Waar is a Balloon? a thing lighter 
than air, compoſed of a flimſey, gaudy 


outſide appearance, and within, contain- 
ing nothing but corrupted matter ; but, by 
which it is buoyed up beyond its natural 
ſphere.— This Bubble aſcends, while thus 
exalted in the air, above the world, is 
gazed at by mankind with admiration 
and aſtoniſhment; yet it is liable to be 
toſſed about by the fluctuation of every 
wind that may blow, and to inſtantaneous 
exploſion like the fabric of a viſion 
in ſhort it is never free from peril a 
I 2 ſingle 
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ſingle moment; and when I reflect on 


theſe things, they afford me great matter 
| for ſpeculation. This bubble appears to | 


be a trug emblem, or picture of the cor- 


rupted manners of the preſent times 


For inſtance, when a Tradeſman, Mer- 


chant, Country Attorney, Money Broker, 


or Provincial Banker, &c. : acquires a high 


reputation for his wealth, and ſuddenly 
diſappears, ſhoots, drowns, or hangs him 
ſelf, becauſe he finds he is inſolvent, 1 
ſay within myſelf: he is a—Balloon. If a 


man, though not worth a groat, hires a 
handſome houſe, befpeaks a carriage and 


coftly furniture, and thereby gains credit 


throughout this Metropolis, and, by a 
legerdemain ſwindling manceuvre, turns 
the whole into caſh, and is ſeen no more, 


what is he elſe but a—Palloon 2? When 


ancw Writer is puffed off by himſelf and 
N his 


2 Jos s * 


1s 
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the world have ſeen or read his perform- 
ances, and find them dull, trite, and un- 


intereſting, I ſay: this man is a mere 


Balloon. When an obſcure Phyſician, in 
order to acquire fame, writes a treatiſe on 


the gout, or any other chronical diſeaſe, 


and people, upon trial, find they are not 


relieved by his preſcriptians, is he not a— 
Balloon? When the favourite of a Mi- 


niſter, or even a Miniſter himſelf, flouriſhes: 


away with his ſplendid equipages, and 


plauſible behaviour, and upon trial is 


found out to be an empty ſuperficial fel- 


low, he is no better than a Balloon. 
But when a Senator out of place bawls 


in the Houſe of Lords, or Cammons for 


the good of his Country, till he gets into 
place, and before he is. well ſeated there- 


in, evidently demonſtrates an inſatiable 
2 I's greedi- 
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greedineſs after power and wealth, even 


to the ruin of his Country, why he is the 
Balloon of Balloons, the very emblem 
and type of the grand Balloon, that con- 
ducts the fiſh caravan from Dieppe to 
Haris. 


What was the memorable ſea engage- 
ment, on the 25th of July, 1778, but a 
Balloon? h 

What were the ne in Chief, 
appointed to command the grand army 
in America, during the late war, except 
the laſt Commander, but Balloons? 


In ſhort, what was the whole army 
itſelf, which was captured at Saratoga, 
but a— Balloon? 


What 
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What was the late Coalition of parties 
in this Country but a—Balloon ? 


Parties, reſemble the contentions of the 
Ladies, for the honor of going up with 
Mr. Lunardi in his Balloon? | 


— ——. pride. our error lies, . 
All quit Zhai ſpheres, and ruſt & into the Jes. 


What are the ſpeeches of Meſſrs. A, 
B—, -=, &c. in the Houſe of Com- 
mons but—Balloous And of My Lord 
D—_———, E- „F 
Upper Houſe, but Vor et pretered nibil. 
„ £3 And 


What was Lord N——+#'s Adminiſtra. 
tion from firſt to laſt but a— Balloon? 


| Do not the ſtuggles for places and 


power, among the ſeveral Leaders of 


r 


; OE 
And what is the national debt of this 
Country, and its India poſſeſſions? alas“ 
1 fear, unleſs they be managed by men 
of better heads and hearts than the Mi- 
niſters in general we have had for many 
years paſt, they will ſhortly appear to be 


nothing but Balloons ? 


What are wars for the extenſion of 
empire beyond the natural force of the 
Mother Country but Balloons? 


What are wars for the balance of 
power, except for ſelf-defence, but al- 
Loans? 


What are 7axes levied, and which prove 
vnproductive ? —Balloons without gaz. 
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What 
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What are uf, that are unequal to 
the abilities of the taxed, but—Balloons 
filled with combuſtible .matter—diſcon- 
tent, ſedition, & | 


Let the Miniſtry for the time being 
pay regard to theſe. things—Should the 
Miniſter of the , preſent period ſteer clear 
of theſe evils, | 

Erit mihi magnus Apollo. 


I ſhall make no remarks on the comluct 
of the preſent Miniſtry, as they have not 
yet had ſufficient time to ſhew their abili- 
ties, or even fully their intentions. How- 
ever, ſhould their ambitious views, reſpect- 
mg power; ariſe from the honeſt intention 
of doing good to this Country, I hope 
in God, the foul breath of faction will 
not be infuſed into their machinery, fo 
as 


T7 
as to burſt it in their elevated career 
The time for Miniſters to trifle with Parlia⸗ 
ment and the People at large, for the ſake 
of maintaining themſclves in place, is paſſel 
the People caunot, and the frequent Mi- 
niſterial deceptions they have experienced 
of late have ſo diſpoſed them, that they 
will not Four ſuch conduct in future. 


Leet the .. Miniſtry cefle 3 the 
reſources of this Country are, if not ex- 
hauſted, greatly diminiſhed, by ill-judged, 
i- conducted wars, and bad plans of tax- 


ation. 


WxXEN I ſee a country, like the Seven 
United Provinces, riſe out of the ſea, 
and ſoon become a great Nation, and 
afterwards, when: the minds of the inha- 

bitants 
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tbitants thereof become cankered to the 
root, with ſelfiſhneſs and ayarice, that. 
that country is, by the ſtroke of a pen, 
reduced to its original nothingneſs. And, 
when I ſee a People, rich, flouriſhing, 
and happy, take up arms againſt their 
lawful Sovereign, upon a diſpute, whe- 
ther the tea they drink ſhould be, in 
Price, a few pence more per Pound than 
before, and by that means reduce them- 
ſelves to pecuniary diſtreſs, confuſion, and 
anarchy. And, when I ſee the People of a 
great, rich, and powerful country, blown 
up with pride, preſumption, and arro- 
gance, on account of their ſucceſſes in 
war and commerce, diſtracted with civil 
diſcord, and ſurrounded by jealous and 
envious rival nations, waiting with plea- 
ſure for the hour of their humiliation 
theſe reflections, crowding together in my 
mind, 
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mind, raiſe my imagination above tlie 
clouds; aud make me look down wich 
Pity on the world below, and ſay within 

elt . all the world is a Baihnows: 


e 


Ad HOW a 0a dſt, and ret A avoids, 


January 31 a, 1788. 


5 whimfical Addreſs of the er 
of Portſoken Ward, during the late Holi- 
days. | 


To all my worthy Maſters and Miſtreſſes 1 


As this ſeaſon of the year, has with 


great propriety, been devoted to convi- 


vial and feſtive mirth for time immemo- 
rial, it is recommended to you to think 


b 95 ] 
more of travelling in the air Tp 
of e time to come, but to lay up your 


Ballons in ſafe moorings during theſe 
Holidays, and enjoy your time among | 

your friends and neighbourhood, with 

good cheer and comfortable fires; and 

ſo I wiſh you a merry Chriſtmas and 44 
a happy New Year. 


THE END. 


E N N AY ALLEGE + 


Page 13, line 12, remove the word 70. Ng 
Page 28, line 1, for laſt read preſent... 5 | 
Page 58, line 14, for anſucceſsfull read 
ſucceſsfull. 
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